THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY

League Lines

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2009

Calendar

414-273-8683

http://lwvmilwaukee.org, e-mail: info@lwvmilwaukee.org

For the most up-to-date information on events, see
http://lwvmilwaukee.org

September

1

23

23

28

Wed.,BoardMeeting, 6 pm
1845N. FarwellAve., Milw aukee
Contact:LouisePeteing, (414)351-3617

Fri., New Citizen /New Voter registration
11am,

FederalCourthouseb17 E. WisconsinAve.
Contacts Dorothy Sherman414-425-9527
Kit H. O'Meara,414-226-9930

Wed., Special Deputy Registrar Training,
4 pm

EastLibrary, 1910E. North Ave., Milwaukee
Parking behindthelibrary to the north
Contacts Dorothy Sherman,414-425-9527
Kit H. O'Meara,414-226-9930

Wed., Fall Kickoff, Salad Supper Social,
6pm

DiamondTower Solarium,

1633N. Prospecive.

Contact:Mary Stefianiak,414-276-7557

Mon., Natural Res.Committee Mtg., 7pm
3002E. KenwoodBlvd., Milwaukee
Contact:JenniferRunquist(414) 332-5067

Date TBA onWebsite httpZ//lwvmilwaukee.org

DevelopmenCommittee
Contact:KarenJanse, 414-469-5651
October
1 Thur,9& 11amand2 pm

New Citizen/New \oter registation
FederalCourthouseb17 E. WisconsinAve.
Contacts Dorothy Sherman414-425-9527
Kit H. O'Meara,414-226-9930

2 -3, Fri. (1-9pm)é& Sat (8am-12:30pm

LakeMichiganLWV Annual Mtg.
PredyterianCampin duneson Lk. Ml
Saugatick, Ml

Registation& feedeadline;Sept.17
Contact:JenniferRunquist 414-332-5067

10

14

21-

26

28

29

Bulletin Deadline
Contact:LouisePetering(414) 351-3617

Sat, 8:30-3:30

LWVWI Ed. Network IssuesBriefing
Madison, Wl

Contactsiaurel Fleet,608-256-0827

Wed.,BoardMeeting,6 pm
1845N. Farwell Ave., Milwaukee
Contact:LouisePetering(414)351-3617

23 Wed. - Fri., The Role of Civil Society &
the Private Sector Working with the UN
Seefull pagearticle& formsinsideand
go to www.lwvmilwaukee.org
ContactsKarenJansen414-469-5651
Mary Kae Nelson,414-964-9988
UN Day Flag Raisngs
Contact:Ned Maxwell, 414-228-9222
Mon., NaturalRes.CommitteeMtg., 7pm
3002E. KenwoodBlvd., Milwaukee
Contact:JenniferRunquist(414) 332-5067

Wed,9 & 11am,and2pm

New Citizen/New \oter registration
Fedeal Courthouse517 E. WisconsinAve.
ContactsDorothy Sherman#414-425-9527
Kit H. O'Meara,414-226-9930

Thur.,9 & 11lam

New Citizen/New \oter registration
Fedeal Courthouse517E. WisconsinAve.
ContactsDorothy Sherman414-425-9527
Kit H. O'Meara,414-226-9930

Date TBA onWebsite http://lwvmilwaukee.org

DevelopmenCommittee
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Dr. Louise Kantrow, International Chamber of
Commerce Permanent
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United Nations, will

| keynote League’s

# October 22nd program
" speaking about “The
Role of Civil Society
and the Private Sector
Working with the
United Nations.”

Contart K aranlanceandild
wurniattialciniaristinr L=V

League Lines Production

Kerry Thomas, Layout

Contact us at 1845 N. Farwell Ave.,
Ste 102, Milwaukee, WI 53202
Info@lwvmilwaukee.org

(414) 273-8683

PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

Louise Petring

Welcome all, membelrs and prospeadie
Leagues, to the 20092010Leagueyear
Leagueis anorgankaion thatwelcomes
opendiscussionsandmeetings. Your
membership andvoiceis critical to the
viability of the MilwaukeeCouny
League.ReadChris Weber-$onnick’s
upbeatprompt for renewalin herartcle
within. ThenRENEW or JOIN
LEAGUE - today!

By renewng now you'll saveour volun-
tees work andLeaguedollars. Another
way we are looking to savedollarsis by
having you acces our bulleins on our
webste. Thoseof you who electto
acces thebulletin on our websie would
be notified by emal when it is postedat
www.lwvmilwaukee.org. Pleasedirect
anemail to Info@wvmilwaukee.orgo
let usknow you wantto accesghe bul-
letin online! If you are renewig or join-
ing, simply checktheitemon the mem
bership form in this bulletin.

You may havenoticedthat the calendar
aboveshowsno Sepemberor Novenber
elecions. However two critical elec
continued on pg. 2

"The League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to safeguard democracy

leads to civic improvement. Join LWV - where leaders are actively
engaged in effecting change at the local, state, and national levels."




President, continued from pg. 1

tionsfor our statearecoming up in 2010:a wide-open
Govenor's race(exciting andtheAttorneyGeneral's
race. To bereadyto registereligible voterswho reside
anywherein Wisconsin pleasecome SeptembeR3rdto
thevoter registationtraining. Thencometo our Fal
Kick-off, SaladSupperSocial in the DiamondTower
Solarium. Bring a guestandhearbriefly aboutplans
for this year— including our three-dayeventin October
featuring Dr. LouiseKantrow, the International
Chanberof CommercePermanentRepregntativeto
the United Nations.

For details of the Octobe 22ndkey event,seethe arti-
cle bdow and resenationandspon®rsip formsin this
bulletin.

CIVIL SOCIETY, THE PRIVATE
SECTOR AND THE UNITED
NATIONS

The Leagueof WomenVotersof MilwaukeeCountyis
pleasedo spon®r a series of evens October22 and
23,2009 focusingon “T he Role of Civil Societyand
the Private SectorWorking with the United Nations.”
The key dinnereventon takesplacethe eveningof
October22ndat the Italian Community Center.

Intermational Chamberof CommercePermanent
Repesenativeto the UN, Dr. Louise Kantrow, will
give the eveningkeynoteOctober22nd. Shewill
examnetherise of therole of non-governmert organ
izations (NGOs)at the United Nations,the precise
natre of their interactionandits impacton global poli-
cy. Today thereare overthreethousandNGOs,having
consutative statuswith the Econom¢ andSocial
Councl (UNESCO).

According to Chairmanof the Panelon Civil Society's,
FernanddHenriqueCardso, “the growth of private
acion for the public goodis arecent massive almost
universal phenomenon.Organizaions suchasUN
consutative NGOs enrichthe work of the United
Nationsandshapethe public discourseon vital issues
of ourday A panelof local andregional expertswill
respamd to Dr. Kantrows presentabn andtherewill be
timefor audienceguestims.

The Leagueof WomenVotersis oneof the organiza
tionswith UNESCOconsulative statis. The League’s
history in suppaot of theideaof aninternationalorgant
zationfor dispue resolutbn goesbackto our founding
in 1920. After study of theideaduring WWII, League
adopeda postion in 1944 to support'U.S. member
ship in anintemationalorganiaton for the peaceful
setlementof disputes,with the machineryto handle
econanic, social andpolitical problems.”
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Leaguethenlaunchedan unprecedergd canpaign to
suppot the Dumbarton OaksandBretton Woodsagree
ment to estiblishthe United Nations,the World Bank
andthe Intemational Monetry Fund. As aresult the
Leaguewasinvited by PresdentTrumanto be oneof
42 nongovernnenial organizaitonsto serveasconsut-
antsto the U.S. delegaion atthe UN Chaiter
Conferencein 1945.

Sincethattime, the Leaguehascontinuedits presence
atthe United Nations throughits UN Observerand
otheracivities including the UNICEF Working Group
on Girls andthe UN Conventon for the Eliminaton of
All Forms of Discriminaion Againg Women
(CEDAW).

Becaus Leaguesuppors the UN Millennial
DevebpmentGoak, including cleandrinking water, we
havea natual interes in Milwaukees recentdesgna
tion asa Global CompactCity. This designabn recog
nizesthe importanceof the watersof LakeMichiganas
well aslocal expetise in water-related enerprises.

The Global CompactCities Programme launchedn
2003,seeksto hames thes localresourcesand
acheveits Programme outcomesby identifying, har
nessng, focusng andapplying existing local capaciy
within busnes, govenmentandcivil society. Ten (10)
overaching Global CompactPrinciplesareto guide
innovatve, concete,postive, andsugainabk soluions
to difficult econonic, social andenvironmentalurban
issues.

The Principleschalengebusines andNGO parici-
pantsto embrace,suppot andenact within their sphere
of influence the Principlesdesribedin four areas:
humanrights, laborstandardsenvironment,andant-
corruption (detailed at www.lwvmilwaukee.org).A
quick survey of the Global Compactwebsitereveals
thatfour local busnes andotherinditutionsare paric-
ipant asof thetime indicated: Johnon Controls(2004,
3/31), Manpower(2006,10/3), Midweg Diecasing
Com. (2008,3/10) andUW-Milwaukee(2009,4/21).
The enitieshaveagreedto suppot the Principlesas
they pursuetheir regectve rolesin society.

A heathy future for our regiondependn devebping
theregion’s water reourcesin a sugainablemanner,
onethatconevesthereurce for future generains,
improvesits quaity, andat the same time supportshe
heath of region’s environment popubtion, andecone
my — all equaly critical.

This October22, 2009eveningeventprovidesan
unprecedemd oppotunity to consderthe possble
implicationsof Milwaukees statusasa Global
ConpactCity with anintematonal expert. Usethe
forms belowto join usfor the evenng andsponsotthe
event And go to our webste, www.lwvmilwaukee.org,
to view otherscheduledevens.

continued on pg. 3



SEPTEMBER 23RD VOTER
REGISTRATION TRAINING

Dorothy Sheman

At this writing 10 of you haveregpondedto the Special
Registraton Deputy (re)traning, scheduledor 4p.m.,
WednesdaySeptembeR3rdat the EastLibrary, 1910E.
North Ave., Milwaukee. SeveralLeaguersvere
(re)trainedat the state League annualmeetng in
Manitowocin May. Our pool of volunteersis growing!
Join this groupandenjoy Leaguecamaradele as you
fadlitate the voting rights of our newestcitizens.
Contactme, Dorothy Shermanat 414-425-9527to sign
up for thetraining.

OCTOBER LEAGUE PROGRAMS
SueLindbeg, VP Program

The evening of October22ndmarksthe key eventfor a
selies of Leaguesponsoreaventswith Dr. Louise
Kantrow, IntemationalChamberof Commerce
PermanenRepiesentativeo the United Nations. Onthe
22nd,Dr. Kantrow will speakon “T he Role of Civil
Sociely andthe Private SectorWorking with the United
Nations.” The full- pagearticle inside providesa coniext
for the seveal eventsschedutd during her October22-
23 stay in Milwaukee. Be sureto reserveyour spotfor
the October22nddinnereventat the Italian Conference
Center. Plea® go to our website,
www.lwvmilwaukee.org,for updaed information about
the evens on October22 and23.

LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP
Chair Chris Weber-Sponnick

Currert Leagues know the value our organizatiorpro-
videsfor the community. Justlook throughthis andpast
bulletinsto seehow muchandin varied wayswe pro-
mote participatory democray. Who studiesissues,
devebpsmemberconsenss, THEN advocategor post
tion passage? The League of Women Voters! Who has
the credbility to conductnon-partsancandidateand
issueforumsin afair andimpartal manner? The
League of Women Voters! Who registersnewly natu
ralizedcitizensto vote? The League of Women

Voters! Who worksin collaboraton with other
groupsAgenciego developgrassroa undersandingand
implementatiorof democracyanddenocraticprocesses
in emerghg democraciesThe League of Women
Voters! Thes arejustafew acivitieswe canbe proud
of. Soundsvery excitingto me. How aboutyou?
Pleaserenewyour membershifif you havent already).
Avoid the additionallettersandphonecalls soliciting
renewds. Usetheform onthe backof this bulletin.

And Thank YOU to thosewho havealreadyrenewed.
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ACTION
Char Ruth Snedic

National - The LWVUS urgedmemnbers to getin touch
with their repregntativesandsenabrs asthey come
backto their districts regading Heath Carelegislaion.
We were to urge themto includea public option.

State & Local — No acion wastakenotherthancontact
ing our repsthroughthe town hal meeingsandsuch.

NEW CITIZEN, NEW VOTER

Dorothy Sheman, Coordinaor

A very succesful July 22ndnauralizaion registation
with 80 newvoters beganour 200910 Leagueyear
efforts to help new citizensenjoy a key right of citizen
ship, voting. July 23rd cerenoniesat the Federal
Coutthous were cancekd. A total of 224 citizenswere
naturalzedand222 brochueswere pasedout
Volunteess includedKit HalloranO'Meaia, Tom
O'Meai, JoannKreimendah] Anne CreamerBeverly
Katter, Kathy Slamka andDorothy Sherman.Thanksto
the® volunteess aswell asto our Augustvolunteers.
Theywere HelgaandDenisGuequere, Anne Creaner,
Ruth Snedk, Bevety Katter, Kathy SlamkaandDorothy
Sheman.

OnAugug 12th, 206individuak becamenew citizens,
91 registeredand196 brochueswere passedut on after
the 3 ceemones TheAugug 13th ceemonieswere
cancekd.

TRANSIT HEATS UP

Kerry Thomas Natural ReourcesCommittee menber

Getready,getset...contary to whatthe weatherfore-
caserssay, Sepenmberwill be hot We areenterng a
pivotal time for transt in SE Wisconsn. Septembeis
loadal with plenty of transt acion, andopporunitiesto
voice your opinion! Below arejug afew. Come,learn
more, andspeakup asmajor trangortaton policiestake
form andbecone reality!

Public Hearings on KRM Commuter Rail

KRM Commuter Rail hasreachedanohermilesone.
The Draft Environmental ImpactStatementhasbeen
approsed by the Fedeal Transt Administration.The
final stepis aroundof public heaings

As the effort coninuesthis fall to getdedicaed funding
for buses it'simportantto keepKRM movingforward
throughthe mazeof fedeal hurdlesso thatwe canbuild
astronglocalandregional nework of transitthatwill
getusconnecktd andspur econonic devebpmentand
job growth.

Your voice is important! Please plan to attend a hear
ing and makeyour opinion head. At the hearingyou

continued on pg. 4



continued from pg. 3, Transit

will leam aboutKRM projectupdaesandbe able to
submit your commentsn writing, oror makeanoral
comment to the courtreporer record.The hearingsare
held from 5:00-7:00 pm (presentdbn: 5:45pm).

Milwaukee: Wednesday, September 16, 2009
HarborLights Room, MilwaukeeDowntown Transit
Ctr., 909 E. MichiganSt.

Hearingswill alsotakeplacein RacineandKenosha.
Written commentamay alsobe providedthrough
October5 onthe KRM webste www.krmonline.org,or
by e-mal: KRMonline@sw&rpc.og, U.S.Mail: KRM
Commuter Link, P.O.Box 1607, Wauke$a, WI 53187-
1607,or fax: (262)547-1103

Visit www.krmonline.og to seethe study repot. Visit
www.transitnoworg to seetalking pointsandmoreabout
the KRM hearings

Seethe January/FebruarBulletin for background transit
in SEWisconsinandon the Leagues posotionon trar
sit. Thetrangortationpostionis foundin the “meeting
bast humanneeds”sectionof our Social Policy catege
ry: Accesto Transportatiornr The LWNVUSbelieveghat
energyefficientand environmentdy soundtransporta
tion sygemsshouldafford beter accesgo housingand
jobsandwill continueto examingrangportation policies
in light of thesegoals.

Seeyou atthe hearing!

Regional Transit:

et
oard

UEDA Annual Community Development
Summit: Regional Transit: Get On Board!

Isregionaltranst for SoutteastWisconsinreadyto roll,
or stoppedin its tracks?

More thanever,businesgrowth andemploymat
opporunity havea commonchalenge- accesto

transt. A regionalapproachto transpotation,workforce
andbuilding wealthis gaining traction. Thoughthe con
versaion hasintensified,thereis muchmoreto be done
to achieve our goals. Progressnadein the lastyearwill
bereviewedaswe work togeherto makeimproved
transt areality for our region.

JOIN US: Friday, September 18, 2009
7:30AM to Noon

At the ltalian ConferenceCenter

631 Eag ChicagoStreef Milwaukee

Hearfrom Mayor Tom Barret, GovernorJim Doyle
(invited) andKeynoteSpeakeiScot BernsteinFounder
andPreddentof the Centerfor Neighborhood
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Technobgy in Chicagoandotherbusnessandcivic
leades from theregion. Attendeewill be providedthe
oppotunity to sharetheir transt concernsandchalenges
- you'll be ableto share your story with the decsion-
makes.

Visit www.uedawi.org to register andfor conplete
eventinformation. Or, cal 414562-9904.Registration
Deadline: Friday, Sepember1l.

Gridlock Hits the Airwaves

Set your dial to Channel 10.1 on Friday, Sept 4 at 10
PM. Gridlock: Public Transit in SE Wisconsinwill be
reboadcason MPTV Channell0.1on Friday,
Sepenber4 at 10 PM.

Milwaukeeand SE Wisconsn havebeenon a faschat
ing journeyon the way to creaing whatmanyare
hoping will bea moden regionaltranst system.This
docuneniary get atthe heartof seveal questions
including why the Milwaukeearealagsconspicuousl
behind dl othe US metropolitanareas in implementng a
moden public transt system

Gridlock informs aboutthe politicsandpoliciesbehind
public trangortation decsion-making andthe ongoing
efforts to study, promote anddevebp a modernpubilic
transpotation system. Seethe intriguing insidesnapshot
of the past3 years andwaitch history in the making!

Be sure to watch andlet Channell0 know you did by
calling (414)297-7520.

Visit www.gridlockdocunentay.comto seethetrailer
andmore aboutthefilm makerMaik Irving andhis
crewatiL evelMedia.

Milwaukee Faces Major Transit Cuts

Dedicatedfunding is neededn 2009to avoid
MilwaukeeCounty Transt Systemservice cutsthatwill
startin January2010.The cutsare neededo meetbudg
et corstraints anda revenueshortfall. GovernorDoyle is
curreniy working to devebp a planfor a regional
framewok andthe urgenty neededledicaed funding
soucefor localtranst in SE Wisconsén thatwould be
integraedwith the new SERTA. Thelegislaturewill
thenhavethe ball in their courtto advancea bill this
fall. Thelegidative session begins Sepemberl5. Stay
tuned WE'Il keepyou informedasthesenew policies
devebp.

With overhalf of the 150,000dalily transittrips takenin
Milwaukeebeing madefor work andshoppingpurposes,
theimpacton our econony will befelt by familiesand
bushesesalike. The urgencyof avoiding moreservice
cutscannotbe overstated.

The MilwaukeeCounty Board will vote on the budgetin
early Novenber.

continued on pg. 5



continued from pg. 4, Transit

Next Steps: SERTA and Bus Funding a Must
for KRM, and essential framework for an
Integrated Transit Network.

Thenewly formedregionaltranst body, SERTA, is the
only body authoizedto suomit the FederalTrarsit
Administration (FTA) New Startsappicationwhichis
the nextstepfor KRM. Two major challengeseedto
be addessedto improveour chance®f advancingKRM
througha successfil New Startsappication:

1. The SERTA boardneedso be appointecandapprove
andsulmit the appication.

2. TheGovernomeedgo introduce andthe Legislatue
must pas legislationproviding for the long-tem fund-
ing needsof our existingtranst systens, specifcaly
buses.

Thetempoary SEWisconsinRTA dissolveson
Septenber1, 2009.The new SERTA boardmenbers
mustbe appointedsoonto keepKRM movingforward.

ANTI-PAYDAY LENDING, SUBJECT

FOR LEGISLATION
Dorothy Dean

Theupcomingsession of the stak legislature will seeat
least4 bills againstpaydaylending. Thebills arebeing
introducedby Reps Hinz (LRB 1920/2) Jorgersen
(LRB 925/4),Schneide(AB 55),andZepnick(LRB
10534). Not all havebill nunbersyet.

Theinterestin paydaylendng is mainly becaus of the
work of advocatestatewide. Legislators areinterested
becaus®f the deleteriouseffect paydaylendinghason
Wisconsi and,on the otherhand,becausehe industry
isinteresedin stoppingani-paydaylendinglegislation.

The Hinz bill, which wasintroducedAugug 7, is consid
ered by advocateso be the onewhich mostclosely mir-
rors whatconsuner advocatefhiavebeensuggestig. It
is alsothebill thatcontainsmuchof whatthe League
consiers a healthylaw.

Background

LRB 1920/2is titled, “Predabry Lending Consumer
ProtectonAct”. Thebill coversonly paydaylending
not mortgagelending. (Senabr Taylor hasintroduceda
bill requring mediationbeforeforeclosue -- one of the
measures$o addesspredatorymortgagdending Most
acion on predatoy mortgagdending is atthefederal
level.)

Paydaylendersgo by differentnames-- checkcashing,
paydayloans,cashadvancdoansor checkadvance
loans. It is all the same. Theyissuesmall, shot-term,
high rate loansthatmustbe repad in two weeks In
Wisconsi, avaerageateson suchloansare $20 per
$1000r 525%APR (averagepercenagerate) If you
cannotpaytheloanbackin 2 weeksyou incur additional
intere$ chagesaswell aspay addtionalfees. For
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exanple, borowing $200will cog $200in interestif the
borrower cannotpayit backin a shorttime.

For compaiisonn,the avemagecredit cardchargeis 13%
with a maximum atabout40% There arelendersespe
cially, credit unionsthatoffer small loansfor 21.7%and
makemoney doingit. (For exampé, the UW Credi
Union, which hasbranchesaroundthe state.) The sim-
ple fact is thatpaydaylendes do not needan APR of
525%to makemoney. Whatconaimers needis not
shot term loansbut small loansfor a longertermwith
rea®nabk interestrateslike the credit unionsoffer.

TheHinz bill isthe only oneto provide for a 36% cap
oninteres ratesandto defineinteres ratesas“all coss,
fees [and] sewvice chages.” Consumer advocates
believe thatthe only bill beingintroducedat thistime
thatadequagly protectsconsimersis theHinz bill.
Thereis onebill, AB 55, which capsinterestat 24% but
doesnot providefor licensng andfor remediedor bor-
rowers.

Otherbills provide no caponintered ratesor don’t
requite licensng of paydaylendes. Onebill even
allows Y% of the borrower’s paychecko be the maximum
loan. It also containsno provision thatthe borrower
limit the number of loansthattheytakeoutatanyone
time.

NATURAL RESOURCE: WATER
SUMMIT IlI- A REAL
OPPORTUNITY FOR LEAGUE
OVERSIGHT AND INVOLVEMENT
Mel Bromberg, LWVM C Direcior, MCPH, & Principal
WaterSHED Intematonal LLC

Do you know water, like weaher (which is alreadytrad
ed),will soonjoin other“producs’ pricedfor trading on
the ChicagoMercantile Exchange? Watermostlikely
will be pairedwith “agricultural commodities” like
wheat corn,soybeangndpork belies This “shocking”
revehtion wasjustoneof many“opportunities” thatwas
foretold atthe sunmit asboth freshwaterandLake
Michiganbecone the key to unlocking Milwaukee’s
econonic future anddevebpment

At the third annualwater summit, held July 20 at
Discovery World. The conferencefocuswason water
pricing andfinanchg aswell asproceses(strike neces
sary) for showcasing oppotunitieshere for water invest
mentgroups venture capialists andindividuak involved
in thereguhltion andsetting of water ratesfor the pubilic.
Additionaly, the summit preseniedinformationasto
how beg adaptfinanchg andfundingcapacitiedo
entice private secor water devebpmentin theregion.
This 3rd water sunmit wascritical to the Councilin
helping to beter define the sourcesof financingfor the
emepging watertechnobgiessecbor aswell asto under
standthe ramificaionsof creaton of a sustainablevater
techrology busnes modelto suppot regionalwater

continued on pg. 6
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enkerpiisedevelopment Dueto therecentsuccesses
within the Water Courcil including the designatiorof
Milwaukeeby the United Nationsasa “Global
CompactCity for Water Enterprise” Milwaukeehas
dechreditselfasTHE “Silicon Valley of wateror
World WaterTechnobgy Hub”, but muchto its cha
grin (asit recently learnedfrom the Israelikeynote
speakerat this year'swatersumnit), thosedesigna
tionswere alreadygivento the countriesof Israeland
Singaporemaking Mil waukee“third” in contentionfor
brandingitsdf assuch.

Water Council Creation and Recent Successes

The M-7 WaterCouncil wasformedin 2007 aspartof
thealreadyexiging sevencouny regionaleconomic
devebpmentgroup.The Councils missionwasdevet
opedfrom awhite papergeneratd by Sanmis White,
urban planningprofes®r at the University of
Wisconsn-Milwaukee.White's paperarticulatedand
calculated thatmuchof the focusof businessand
manufactiring alreadyin the Milwaukeeareawas
water related Basedoninformation containedn this
paper,andwith watercouncil co-chars, Richard
Meeusn, CEO of BadgerMeter (watermetermanu
facturersanddistributors), Paul JonesCEO of A.O.
Smith (waterheatemanufacturersandJulia Taylor,
Presidentof the Greaer MilwaukeeCommittee all
beganto seethe “piecesto a puzzk” concerninghe
utility of ugng freshwaer andLake Michiganto sus
tain corpoatewaterrelated devebpmentandspurnew
water relatedentrepeneurialactivity to generaterof-
it. Outof thew ideas,andwith impetusfrom White’s
paperthe WaterCourcil wascreaed. It wasrecently
desgnaieda 501 (c) 3 non-profi tradeorganization.

Throughthe assstanceof Milwaukee’sWorld Trade
Centerandthe marketing experise of “The Spirit of
Milwaukee, efforts weremadeto reachout to not
only thelocd commuriity but alsointernaional com
muntiesto showcaseMil waukee’sbusinesandwater
technobgy experti®. Additionalwork hasbeendone
to cluster the more than120firmsand20,000employ
eesfrom the sevencounty regioninto a councilwhose
focusis onthegenerabn of addiional revenuesand
paent in areasincluding watertechnobgies,treat
mentproceses the beveragendusties.Alsomultina
tionalandprivate secor ownerswith lots of capital
areto beenmuragedo come to furtherassis in the
managerant of waterandwastewagr treatnent
plans.

The Water Council hasalso generaéd muchsupport
for its misson from within highereducatia sectors.
Having boththe Chancelbr of UW- Milwaukeeon its
boad andthe Presdentof Marquete University has
raised the st&kesfor using highereducatiorto bolster
econonic developmentn theregion. It hasalso
openedup opportunites for theseschoolsto create

new deparinent, hire newfacuty membersandcon
struct newfaciities All thes “gifts’ havebeen
seizeduponby schoolleaderkip throughalignment
with Water Councl objecivesandintentions.Among
thefirstto beaboad, from within theresearcrand
acalemi secbor of the Counci is UWM's GreatLakes
WATER Inditute. Utilizing the scienific and intellec
tual rearch capadiiesof its scienists andaddiional
funding from the State Legislature and Governor
Doyle, the UWM School of Freshwater Sciencesvas
born. Both busnes andacadena saw opportunties
for patnering andpatening their latest“game chang
ing” water technologésandprocesesincluding
reseach breakthoughsrelatedto aquaculturefresh
water managerentandconsevation, food producton
andfreshwater systens opetion.

Out of this union,the GreatLakesWATER Institute
would gain alargerandbeter equippedresearch
faciity andalso be able to replaceits resarchvessel
the Neeskay. Additionaly, UWM hasaddednewfac-
ulty postionswithin its Collegeof Engineerng-
focusdon fredhwatker engneeing acivities andpro-
grams meantto intersectwithin the School of
Freshwater Sciences

Not waning to show favoiitism to UWM, the Water
Counci alsorecognzedMarquete Universty’s
Schoolof Law asaresoucefor developingfuture
legalexpets schookdin water rights, the devebp-
mentof transiaional boundaryagreenents andthe
secuing, tranger, managerentandallocation of water
for both public andprivate uses Out of theseneeds
for water policy andlegalclarnficaion, Marquete
University’s School of Law recenty addednewwater
law related coursesto its curiculumwith first offer-
ingsfor the couresto begin in 2010. Additionally,
UW —Whitewaer recenty addeda “businessof water”
coreto its bushes schoolcurriculum.

With all this educatbnal suppot in placefor future
workforce devebpment the Water Council felt thatit
hadreachedanimportantbenchnark in helping sus
tain the area’sworkforce andin focusng on thevalue
of the GreatLakesandLake Michiganto the peopk
who livedandworkedin the region.Additionally,
reaizing thatwater is a growing andevolvingindus
try, andwaning to bein onthe“cutting edge”of that
indugry, the Counci alsofocusdits attention on K-
12 educaton aroundwater using DiscoveryWorld asa
gererator of formal andinformal curiculafor water
isaues Areawide community andtechnicalcolleges
are also involvedin contibuting to workforce devet
opmentaroundwater.

To thatend,the M-7 Water Councli hasevolvedovera
two yearpetiod into a poweriul driver for econome
dewelopmentusng water, educatbnal resourcesnd
water relatedindugriesin theregionto ensureits own



futureandtheregion’s future econome development.
Councl work hasbeenwholehearedly endorsednd
fundedwith supportfrom governnentofficialsinclud
ing: Governor Jim Doyle, US Senator Russ Feingold,
Congresswoman Gwen Moore and Mayor Tom
Barrett. Membes of the WaterCouncil Boardof
DirectorsincludeCEO’s ard leaderdrom areawide
corporatonslike Badger Meter, A.O Smith, Foley and
Lardner, Miller /Coors Beer, Robert W. Baird and
Company, Veolia Water America, and ( a lone envi-
ronmental group), The Nature Conservancy repre-
sented by State Director Mary Jane Huston.
Educatonal leadersip onthe M-7 Water Council
includesCarlos Santiago, Chancellor of University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee and Father Robert Wild,
President of Marquette University.

International Focus on Israel at Summit Afternoon
Session

This third watersummit introducedkeynotespeakers
whosebusines activitiesand intersedbnsincluded
interestin financingandstart up of watertechnologies,
watercompaniesor treatmentprocessesrhis included
Felix Camabello,Directorof Altemat Investmentgrom
the ChicagoMercantie Exchange,JudHill, Managing
Parnerfrom SummitGlobal Captal of WashingtorDC,
aninvegmentbasedcompany, a UW- Whitewater
Economts Professoranda Wisconsi Public Sevice
Commission regultor,who helpsto setpublic water
ratesthroughoutWisconsin

Capitalizing on it'’s April 2009designaibn by the
United Nationsasa “Globa CompactCity”, with water
technobgy experti®, Mil waukeeinvited Assaf Barnea
from Israel’spremierventue captal/waterincubator
company Kinrot Venures to shedlight on how he
manageshe wate incubabr for startup companges
throughout Israel. Realing thatIsraelis a waterscarce
region where waterpricesarelikely to rise dueto the
scarcty, Barneawith supportfrom the chief Israeligov-
ernmei scientigs, discussedhe founding of his compa
ny whose purpo® is to helpcreat “gamechanging
innovatve waterentrepreneurs.His incubatorhelps
themdevelopproductlinesandpatentsfor “cutting edge
cleantech” globd water productsandservicesAt the
summit, Bameadescrbedthe processesasto how entre
preneursandtheir projectsareseleced for Kinrot devet
opmentandstat up, thelevek of Israel government
fundingandsuppot givento theseprojects,andthe
processeandthe conplianceprocedure® require
mens for companieonceacceptednto the two-year
incubabr perliod.

Following on the heelsof Barneas speechGovernor
Jm Doyle announcea water relaedtrademissionto
Israelin November2009to WATEC wherelsraelibased
watertechnologycompanésandothersfrom aroundthe

world will haveopportuntiesto pariherwith

Board Meeting, July 17 & 18. LWV Milwaukee County
President and State Board Director, Louise Petering is 2nd
from the right.

Wisconsn's water technobgy enermprises.

Althoughwater summit confereeswere invited to paric-
ipate in afinal breakout session at the sumnit, thefeed
backfrom thes breakoutsessions could not be shared
dueto time redrictions In the pag, the WaterCouncil
hasused breakout session informaion andfeedbackas
partof community paticipaion informationfor inclu-
sionin gransit appliesfor. A finalannouncerantwas
madeat the concuson of the summit thata new council
advisow group, called the “Friendsof the Water
Courzil” would beforming to help procure funding for
the WaterCouncl to pempetuak its acivities. Todd
Montgonery, aninstuctor at UW-Milwaukeeanda
Vice Presdentfor WachoviaWells Fargobank,will
leadthis “friend$ group.

Leaguers-- Next month’'s atticle follow up by Mel :
“Water asa Commodity vs. Equity in Milwaukee."

This article will focuson the push to tradewaterasa
commodty andcaptalize on freshwater resourcesn our
market It will pose quesionsto the Leaguefor further
investgaion concening econonic developmeninter-
esk of theWater Councl. It will offerideasfor League .
for involvementin water social jugiceissuesafford-
ability and govenancetrangarency It will suggesan
oversghtrole for the Leaguen relationshipto Water
Courtil acivities
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