
Calendar

For the most up-to-date information on events, see
http: / / lwvmilwaukee.org

September

9 Wed.,BoardMeeting,6 pm
1845N. FarwellAve., Milw aukee
Contact:LouisePetering, (414)351-3617

11 Fri., New Citizen /New Voter registration
11 a.m.,
FederalCourthouse,517 E. WisconsinAve.
Contacts: DorothySherman,414-425-9527
Kit H. O’Meara,414-226-9930

23 Wed., Special Deputy Registrar Training,
4 pm
EastLibrary, 1910E. NorthAve., Milwaukee
Parking behindthelibrary to thenorth
Contacts: DorothySherman,414-425-9527
Kit H. O’Meara,414-226-9930

23 Wed., Fall Kickoff, Salad Supper Social,
6pm
DiamondTower Solarium,
1633N. ProspectAve.
Contact:Mary Stefianiak,414-276-7557

28 Mon., Natural Res.CommitteeMtg., 7pm
3002E. KenwoodBlvd., Milwaukee
Contact:JenniferRunquist(414)332-5067

Date TBA on Website,http://lwvmilwaukee.org
DevelopmentCommittee
Contact:KarenJansen, 414-469-5651

October

1 Thur.,9 & 11 amand2 pm
New Citizen/New Voter registration
FederalCourthouse,517 E. WisconsinAve.
Contacts: DorothySherman,414-425-9527
Kit H. O’Meara,414-226-9930

2 – 3, Fri. (1-9pm)& Sat. (8am-12:30pm
LakeMichiganLWV AnnualMtg.
PresbyterianCampin duneson Lk. MI
Saugatuck,MI
Registration& feedeadline;Sept.17
Contact:JenniferRunquist,414-332-5067

9 Bulletin Deadline
Contact:LouisePetering,(414)351-3617

10 Sat., 8:30-3:30
LWVWI Ed.NetworkIssuesBriefing
Madison,WI
Contacts:LaurelFleet,608-256-0827

14 Wed.,BoardMeeting,6 pm
1845N. Farwell Ave., Milwaukee
Contact:LouisePetering,(414)351-3617

21- 23 Wed. - Fri., The Role of Civil Society &
the Private Sector Working with the UN
Seefull pagearticle& formsinsideand
go to www.lwvmilwaukee.org
Contacts:KarenJansen,414-469-5651
Mary KaeNelson,414-964-9988

24 UN Day Flag Raisings
Contact:NedMaxwell, 414-228-9222

26 Mon., NaturalRes.CommitteeMtg., 7pm
3002E. KenwoodBlvd., Milwaukee
Contact:JenniferRunquist(414)332-5067

28 Wed,9 & 11am,and2pm
New Citizen/New Voter registration
Federal Courthouse,517E. WisconsinAve.
Contacts:DorothySherman,414-425-9527
Kit H. O’Meara,414-226-9930

29 Thur.,9 & 11am
New Citizen/New Voter registration
Federal Courthouse,517E. WisconsinAve.
Contacts:DorothySherman,414-425-9527
Kit H. O’Meara,414-226-9930

DateTBA on Website,http://lwvmilwaukee.org
DevelopmentCommittee
Contact:KarenJansen,414-469-5651

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Louise Petering

Welcome all, members and prospective
Leaguers, to the2009-2010Leagueyear.
Leagueis anorganization thatwelcomes
opendiscussionsandmeetings. Your
membership andvoiceis critical to the
viability of theMilwaukeeCounty
League.ReadChris Weber-Sponnick’s
upbeatprompt for renewalin herarticle
within. ThenRENEW or JOIN
LEAGUE - today!

By renewing now you’ll saveour volun-
teers work andLeaguedollars. Another
way we are looking to savedollarsis by
having you access our bulletinson our
website. Thoseof you who elect to
access thebulletin on our website would
benotifiedby email when it is postedat
www.lwvmilwaukee.org. Pleasedirect
anemail to Info@lwvmilwaukee.orgto
let usknow you want to accessthebul-
letin online! If you are renewing or join-
ing, simply checktheitemon themem-
bership form in this bulletin.

You may havenoticedthat thecalendar
aboveshowsno Septemberor November
elections. However, two critical elec-
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"The League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to safeguard democracy
leads to civic improvement. Join LWV - where leaders are actively

engaged in effecting change at the local, state, and national levels."
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Dr. Louise Kantrow, International Chamber of
Commerce Permanent
Representative to the
United Nations, will
keynote League’s
October 22nd program
speaking about “The
Role of Civil Society
and the Private Sector
Working with the
United Nations.”
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tionsfor our statearecoming up in 2010:a wide-open
Governor’s race(exciting) andtheAttorneyGeneral’s
race. To bereadyto registereligible voterswho reside
anywherein Wisconsin,pleasecome September23rdto
thevoter registrationtraining. Thencometo our Fall
Kick-off, SaladSupperSocial in theDiamondTower
Solarium. Bring a guestandhearbriefly aboutplans
for this year– includingour three-dayeventin October
featuring Dr. LouiseKantrow, theInternational
Chamberof CommercePermanentRepresentativeto
theUnitedNations.

For details of theOctober 22ndkey event,seethearti-
cle below andreservationandsponsorship formsin this
bulletin.

CIVIL SOCIETY, THE PRIVATE
SECTOR AND THE UNITED
NATIONS
TheLeagueof WomenVotersof MilwaukeeCountyis
pleasedto sponsor a series of events October22 and
23,2009focusingon “TheRole of Civil Societyand
thePrivate SectorWorking with theUnitedNations.”
Thekey dinnereventon takesplacetheeveningof
October22ndat theItalian Community Center.

InternationalChamberof CommercePermanent
Representativeto theUN, Dr. LouiseKantrow,will
give theeveningkeynoteOctober22nd. Shewill
examinetherise of therole of non-governmental organ-
izations(NGOs)at theUnitedNations,theprecise
natureof their interactionandits impacton globalpoli-
cy. Today, thereare overthreethousandNGOs,having
consultative statuswith theEconomic andSocial
Council (UNESCO).

According to Chairmanof thePanelon Civil Society's,
FernandoHenriqueCardoso,“thegrowthof private
action for thepublic goodis a recent, massive,almost
universalphenomenon.”OrganizationssuchasUN
consultative NGOs, enrichthework of theUnited
Nationsandshapethepublic discourseon vital issues
of our day. A panelof local andregionalexpertswill
respond to Dr. Kantrow's presentation andtherewill be
timefor audiencequestions.

TheLeagueof WomenVotersis oneof theorganiza-
tionswith UNESCOconsultative status. TheLeague’s
history in support of theideaof aninternationalorgani-
zation for dispute resolution goesbackto our founding
in 1920. After study of theideaduring WWII, League
adopteda position in 1944 to support"U.S.member-
ship in aninternationalorganization for thepeaceful
settlementof disputes,with themachineryto handle
economic, social andpolitical problems.”

Leaguethenlaunchedanunprecedentedcampaign to
support theDumbarton OaksandBretton Woodsagree-
ments to establishtheUnitedNations,theWorld Bank
andtheInternationalMonetary Fund. As a result, the
Leaguewasinvitedby PresidentTrumanto beoneof
42 nongovernmental organizationsto serveasconsult-
antsto theU.S. delegation at theUN Charter
Conferencein 1945.

Sincethat time, theLeaguehascontinuedits presence
at theUnitedNations, throughits UN Observerand
otheractivities, including theUNICEF Working Group
on Girls andtheUN Convention for theElimination of
All Formsof DiscriminationAgainst Women
(CEDAW).

Because Leaguesupports theUN Mil lennial
DevelopmentGoals, including cleandrinking water,we
havea natural interest in Milwaukee’s recentdesigna-
tion asa GlobalCompactCity. This designation recog-
nizestheimportanceof thewatersof LakeMichiganas
well aslocalexpertise in water-relatedenterprises.

TheGlobalCompactCitiesProgramme launchedin
2003,seeksto harness these local resourcesand
achieveits Programmeoutcomesby identifying,har-
nessing, focusing andapplying existing local capacity
within business, governmentandcivil society. Ten(10)
overarching GlobalCompactPrinciplesareto guide
innovative, concrete,positive, andsustainable solutions
to diff icult economic, social andenvironmentalurban
issues.

ThePrincipleschallengebusiness andNGO partici-
pantsto embrace,support andenact, within their sphere
of influence,thePrinciplesdescribedin four areas:
humanrights, laborstandards, environment,andanti-
corruption (detailedat www.lwvmilwaukee.org).A
quick survey of theGlobalCompactwebsitereveals
that four local business andotherinstitutionsarepartic-
ipants asof thetime indicated:Johnson Controls(2004,
3/31), Manpower(2006,10/3), Midwest Diecasting
Corp. (2008,3/10) andUW-Milwaukee(2009,4/21).
These entitieshaveagreedto support thePrinciplesas
theypursuetheir respective rolesin society.

A healthy future for our regiondependson developing
theregion’s water resourcesin a sustainablemanner,
onethatconservestheresourcefor futuregenerations,
improvesits quality, andat thesame timesupportsthe
health of region’s environment, population, andecono-
my – all equally critical.

This October22,2009eveningeventprovidesan
unprecedentedopportunity to consider thepossible
implicationsof Mi lwaukee’s statusasa Global
CompactCity with aninternationalexpert. Usethe
forms belowto join usfor theevening andsponsorthe
event. And go to our website,www.lwvmilwaukee.org,
to view otherscheduledevents.
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SEPTEMBER 23RD VOTER
REGISTRATION TRAINING
Dorothy Sherman

At this writing 10 of you haverespondedto theSpecial
Registration Deputy (re)training, scheduledfor 4p.m.,
Wednesday, September23rdat theEastLibrary, 1910E.
North Ave., Milwaukee. SeveralLeaguerswere
(re)trainedat thestateLeagueannualmeeting in
Manitowocin May. Our pool of volunteersis growing!
Join this groupandenjoyLeaguecamaraderie as you
facil itate thevoting rightsof our newestcitizens.
Contactme,DorothySherman,at 414-425-9527,to sign
up for thetraining.

OCTOBER LEAGUE PROGRAMS
SueLindberg, VP Program

Theevening of October22ndmarksthekey eventfor a
seriesof Leaguesponsoredeventswith Dr. Louise
Kantrow, InternationalChamberof Commerce
PermanentRepresentativeto theUnitedNations. On the
22nd,Dr. Kantrow will speakon “TheRoleof Civil
Society andthePrivateSectorWorking with theUnited
Nations.” Thefull-pagearticle insideprovidesa context
for theseveral eventsscheduledduring herOctober22-
23 stay in Milwaukee. Be sureto reserveyour spotfor
theOctober22nddinnereventat theItalianConference
Center. Please go to our website,
www.lwvmilwaukee.org,for updatedinformationabout
theevents on October22 and23.

LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP
Chair Chris Weber-Sponnick

Current Leaguers know thevalueour organizationpro-
videsfor thecommunity. Justlook throughthis andpast
bulletinsto seehow muchandin variedwayswe pro-
moteparticipatory democracy. Who studiesissues,
developsmemberconsensus,THEN advocatesfor posi-
tion passage?The League of Women Voters! Who has
thecredibility to conductnon-partisancandidateand
issueforumsin a fair andimpartial manner?The
League of Women Voters! Who registersnewly natu-
ralizedcitizensto vote? The League of Women
Voters! Who worksin collaboration with other
groups/agenciesto developgrassroots understandingand
implementationof democracyanddemocraticprocesses
in emerging democracies?The League of Women
Voters! These arejust a few activi tieswe canbeproud
of. Soundsvery excitingto me. How aboutyou?
Pleaserenewyour membership(if you haven’t already).
Avoid theadditionallettersandphonecallssoliciting
renewals. Usetheform on thebackof this bulletin.
And Thank YOU to thosewho havealreadyrenewed.

ACTION
Chair Ruth Snedic

National - TheLWVUS urgedmembers to get in touch
with their representativesandsenators astheycome
backto their districts regarding Health Carelegislation.
We were to urgethemto includea public option.

State & Local – No action wastakenotherthancontact-
ing our repsthroughthetown hall meetingsandsuch.

NEW CITIZEN, NEW VOTER
Dorothy Sherman,Coordinator

A very successful July 22ndnaturalization registration
with 80 newvoters beganour 2009-10 Leagueyear
efforts to help newcitizensenjoy a key right of citizen-
ship, voting. July 23rd ceremoniesat theFederal
Courthouse were canceled. A total of 224citizenswere
naturalizedand222brochureswere passedout!
Volunteers includedKi t HalloranO'Meara,Tom
O'Meara, JoannKreimendahl, AnneCreamer,Beverly
Katter, Kathy Slamka andDorothy Sherman.Thanksto
these volunteers aswell asto ourAugustvolunteers.
Theywere HelgaandDenisGuequierre,AnneCreamer,
Ruth Snedic, Beverly Katter,Kathy SlamkaandDorothy
Sherman.

OnAugust 12th, 206individuals becamenewcitizens,
91 registeredand196brochureswere passedout on after
the3 ceremonies. TheAugust 13th ceremonieswere
canceled.

TRANSIT HEATS UP
Kerry Thomas, Natural ResourcesCommitteemember

Getready,getset…contrary to what theweatherfore-
casterssay, Septemberwill behot! We areentering a
pivotal time for transit in SE Wisconsin. Septemberis
loaded with plenty of transit action,andopportunitiesto
voiceyour opinion! Below arejust a few.Come,learn
more,andspeakup asmajor transportation policiestake
form andbecome reality!

Public Hearings on KRM Commuter Rail

KRM Commuter Rail hasreachedanothermilestone.
TheDraft Environmental ImpactStatementhasbeen
approvedby theFederal Transit Administration.The
final stepis a roundof public hearings.

As the effort continuesthis fall to getdedicatedfunding
for buses, it's important to keepKRM movingforward
throughthemazeof federal hurdlesso thatwe canbuild
a stronglocalandregionalnetwork of transitthatwill
getusconnectedandspur economic developmentand
job growth.

Your voice is important! Please plan to attend a hear-
ing and makeyour opinion heard.At thehearingyou



will learn aboutKRM projectupdatesandbeable to
submit your commentsin writing, oror makeanoral
comment to thecourt reporter record.Thehearingsare
held from 5:00-7:00pm (presentation: 5:45pm).

Milwaukee: Wednesday, September 16, 2009
HarborLightsRoom,Mi lwaukeeDowntownTransit
Ctr., 909E. MichiganSt.

Hearingswil l alsotakeplacein RacineandKenosha.
Writtencommentsmayalsobeprovidedthrough
October5 on theKRM website www.krmonline.org,or
by e-mail: KRMonline@sewrpc.org, U.S.Mail: KRM
Commuter Link, P.O.Box 1607,Waukesha,WI 53187-
1607,or fax: (262)547-1103

Visit www.krmonline.org to seethestudy report. Visit
www.transitnow.org to seetalking pointsandmoreabout
theKRM hearings.

SeetheJanuary/FebruaryBulletin for background transit
in SEWisconsinandon theLeague’s posotionon tran-
sit. Thetransportationposition is foundin the“meeting
basic humanneeds”sectionof our Social Policy catego-
ry: Access to Transportation- TheLWVUSbelievesthat
energy-efficientandenvironmentally soundtransporta-
tion systemsshouldafford better accessto housingand
jobsandwill continueto examinetransportationpolicies
in light of thesegoals.

Seeyou at thehearing!

UEDA Annual Community Development
Summit: Regional Transit: Get On Board!

Is regionaltransit for SoutheastWisconsinreadyto roll,
or stoppedin its tracks?

More thanever,businessgrowth andemployment
opportunity havea commonchallenge- access to
transit. A regionalapproachto transportation,workforce
andbuilding wealthis gaining traction.Thoughthecon-
versation hasintensified,thereis muchmoreto bedone
to achieve our goals. Progressmadein thelastyearwill
bereviewedaswe work together to makeimproved
transit a reality for our region.

JOIN US: Friday, September 18, 2009
7:30AM to Noon
At theItalianConferenceCenter
631East ChicagoStreet, Mi lwaukee

Hearfrom MayorTom Barrett, GovernorJim Doyle
(invited)andKeynoteSpeakerScott Bernstein,Founder
andPresidentof theCenterfor Neighborhood

Technology in Chicagoandotherbusinessandcivic
leaders from theregion. Attendeeswill beprovidedthe
opportunity to sharetheir transit concernsandchallenges
- you'll beableto share your story with thedecision-
makers.

Visit www.uedawi.org to register andfor complete
eventinformation. Or, call 414-562-9904.Registration
Deadline: Friday,September11.

Gridlock Hits the Airwaves

Set your dial to Channel 10.1 on Friday, Sept 4 at 10
PM. Gridlock: Public Transit in SE Wisconsinwil l be
rebroadcast on MPTV Channel10.1on Friday,
September4 at 10 PM.

Mi lwaukeeandSE Wisconsin havebeenon a fascinat-
ing journeyon theway to creating whatmanyare
hoping will bea modern regionaltransit system.This
documentary gets at theheartof several questions
including why theMilwaukeearealagsconspicuously
behind all other US metropoli tanareas in implementing a
modern public transit system.

Gridlock informs aboutthepoliticsandpoliciesbehind
public transportation decision-makingandtheongoing
efforts to study, promote anddevelop a modernpublic
transportation system.Seetheintriguing insidesnapshot
of thepast3 years andwatch history in themaking!

Be sure to watch andlet Channel10 know you did by
calling (414)297-7520.

Visit www.gridlockdocumentary.comto seethetrailer
andmore aboutthefilm makerMark Irving andhis
crewat iLevelMedia.

Milwaukee Faces Major Transit Cuts

Dedicatedfunding is neededin 2009to avoid
Mi lwaukeeCounty Transit Systemservice cutsthatwill
start in January2010.Thecutsare neededto meetbudg-
et constraints anda revenueshortfall. GovernorDoyle is
currently working to develop a planfor a regional
framework andtheurgently neededdedicatedfunding
sourcefor local transit in SE Wisconsin thatwould be
integratedwith thenewSERTA. Thelegislaturewil l
thenhavetheball in their court to advancea bill this
fall. Thelegislative session beginsSeptember15.Stay
tuned. WE’ ll keepyou informedasthesenewpolicies
develop.

With overhalf of the150,000daily transittrips takenin
Mi lwaukeebeing madefor work andshoppingpurposes,
theimpacton our economy will befelt by familiesand
businessesalike.Theurgencyof avoiding moreservice
cutscannotbeoverstated.

TheMilwaukeeCounty Board will voteon thebudgetin
early November.
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Next Steps: SERTA and Bus Funding a Must
for KRM, and essential framework for an
Integrated Transit Network.

Thenewly formedregionaltransit body, SERTA, is the
only bodyauthorizedto submit theFederalTransit
Administration(FTA) New Startsapplicationwhich is
thenextstepfor KRM. Two major challengesneedto
beaddressedto improveour chancesof advancingKRM
througha successful New Startsapplication:

1. TheSERTA boardneedsto beappointedandapprove
andsubmit theapplication.

2. TheGovernorneedsto introduce,andtheLegislature
mustpass legislationproviding for thelong-term fund-
ing needsof our existingtransit systems,specifically
buses.

Thetemporary SEWisconsinRTA dissolveson
September1, 2009.Thenew SERTA boardmembers
mustbeappointedsoonto keepKRM movingforward.

ANTI-PAYDAY LENDING, SUBJECT
FOR LEGISLATION
Dorothy Dean

Theupcomingsession of thestate legislature will seeat
least4 bills againstpaydaylending. Thebills arebeing
introducedby Reps. Hinz (LRB 1920/2), Jorgensen
(LRB 925/4),Schneider(AB 55),andZepnick(LRB
1053/1). Not all havebill numbersyet.

Theinterestin paydaylending is mainly because of the
work of advocatesstatewide. Legislators areinterested
becauseof thedeleteriouseffects paydaylendinghason
Wisconsin and,on theotherhand,becausetheindustry
is interestedin stoppinganti-paydaylendinglegislation.

TheHinz bill, which wasintroducedAugust 7, is consid-
ered by advocatesto betheonewhich mostclosely mir-
rors whatconsumer advocateshavebeensuggesting. It
is alsothebill thatcontainsmuchof what theLeague
considers a healthylaw.

Background
LRB 1920/2is titled, “Predatory Lending Consumer
ProtectionAct”. Thebill coversonly paydaylending
not mortgagelending. (Senator Taylor hasintroduceda
bill requiring mediationbeforeforeclosure -- one of the
measuresto addresspredatorymortgagelending. Most
action on predatory mortgagelending is at thefederal
level.)

Paydaylendersgo by differentnames-- checkcashing,
paydayloans,cashadvanceloansor checkadvance
loans. It is all thesame.Theyissuesmall,short-term,
high rate loansthatmustberepaid in two weeks. In
Wisconsin, avaeragerateson suchloansare $20per
$100or 525%APR (averagepercentagerate). If you
cannotpaytheloanbackin 2 weeksyou incur additional
interest chargesaswell aspayadditional fees. For

example,borrowing $200will cost $200in interestif the
borrowercannotpayit backin a short time.

For comparisonn,theaveragecredit cardchargeis 13%
with a maximum at about40%. There arelenders,espe-
cially, credit unionsthatoffer small loansfor 21.7%and
makemoney doingit. (For example, theUW Credit
Union, which hasbranchesaroundthestate.) Thesim-
ple fact is thatpaydaylenders do not needanAPR of
525%to makemoney. Whatconsumers needis not
short term loansbut small loansfor a longertermwith
reasonable interestrateslike thecredit unionsoffer.

TheHinz bill is theonly oneto providefor a 36%cap
on interest ratesandto defineinterest ratesas“all costs,
fees, [and] service charges.” Consumer advocates
believe that theonly bill being introducedat this time
thatadequately protectsconsumers is theHinz bill.
There is onebill, AB 55,which capsinterestat 24%but
doesnot providefor licensing andfor remediesfor bor-
rowers.

Otherbills provideno capon interest ratesor don’t
require licensing of paydaylenders. Onebill even
allows½ of theborrower’spaycheckto bethemaximum
loan. It also containsno provision that theborrower
limit thenumberof loansthat theytakeout at anyone
time.

NATURAL RESOURCE: WATER
SUMMIT III- A REAL
OPPORTUNITY FOR LEAGUE
OVERSIGHT AND INVOLVEMENT
Mel Bromberg, LWVM C Director, MCPH,& Principal
WaterSHED International LLC

Do you know water, like weather(which is alreadytrad-
ed),will soonjoin other“products” pricedfor trading on
theChicagoMercantile Exchange? Watermostlikely
wil l bepairedwith “agricultural commodities” like
wheat, corn,soybeansandpork bellies. This “shocking”
revelation wasjustoneof many“opportunities” thatwas
foretold at thesummit asboth freshwaterandLake
Michiganbecome thekey to unlocking Milwaukee’s
economic future anddevelopment.

At the third annualwater summit, held July 20 at
Discovery World. Theconferencefocuswason water
pricing andfinancing aswell asprocesses(strike neces-
sary) for showcasing opportunitieshere for water invest-
mentgroups, venture capitalists andindividuals involved
in theregulation andsetting of water ratesfor thepublic.
Additionally, thesummit presentedinformationasto
how best adaptfinancing andfundingcapacitiesto
enticeprivate sector water developmentin theregion.
This 3rd water summit wascritical to theCouncil in
helping to better definethesourcesof financingfor the
emerging watertechnologiessector aswell asto under-
standtheramificationsof creation of a sustainablewater
technology business modelto support regionalwater

continued on pg. 6



enterprisedevelopment. Dueto therecentsuccesses
within theWaterCouncil includingthedesignationof
Milwaukeeby theUnitedNationsasa “Global
CompactCity for Water Enterprise” Mi lwaukeehas
declareditself asTHE “Sil icon Valley of wateror
World WaterTechnology Hub”, but muchto its cha-
grin (asit recently learnedfrom theIsraelikeynote
speakerat this year’swatersummit), thosedesigna-
tionswere alreadygivento thecountriesof Israeland
Singaporemaking Mil waukee“third” in contentionfor
brandingitself assuch.

Water Council Creation and Recent Successes
The M-7 WaterCouncil wasformedin 2007aspartof
thealreadyexisting sevencounty regionaleconomic
developmentgroup.TheCouncil’s missionwasdevel-
opedfrom a white papergeneratedby Sammis White,
urbanplanningprofessor at theUniversity of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee.White’s paperarticulatedand
calculatedthatmuchof thefocusof businessand
manufacturing alreadyin theMi lwaukeeareawas
water related. Basedon information containedin this
paper,andwith watercouncilco-chairs,Richard
Meeusen,CEO of BadgerMeter(watermetermanu-
facturersanddistributors),Paul JonesCEOof A.O.
Smith (waterheatermanufacturers)andJuliaTaylor,
Presidentof theGreater Mi lwaukeeCommittee,all
beganto seethe“piecesto a puzzle” concerningthe
utility of using freshwater andLakeMichiganto sus-
tain corporatewaterrelateddevelopmentandspurnew
water relatedentrepreneurialactivity to generateprof-
it. Out of these ideas,andwith impetusfrom White’s
paper,theWaterCouncil wascreated.It wasrecently
designateda 501(c) 3 non-profit tradeorganization.

Throughtheassistanceof Mi lwaukee’sWorld Trade
Centerandthemarketing expertiseof “The Spirit of
Milwaukee,”efforts weremadeto reachout to not
only thelocal community but alsointernational com-
munitiesto showcaseMil waukee’sbusinessandwater
technology expertise.Additionalwork hasbeendone
to cluster themore than120fi rmsand20,000employ-
eesfrom thesevencounty regioninto a councilwhose
focusis on thegeneration of additional revenuesand
patents in areasincluding watertechnologies,treat-
mentprocesses, thebeverageindustries.Alsomultina-
tionalandprivatesector ownerswith lotsof capital
areto beencouragedto come to furtherassist in the
managementof waterandwastewater treatment
plants.

The Water Council hasalsogeneratedmuchsupport
for its mission from within highereducation sectors.
Having boththeChancellor of UW- Milwaukeeon its
board andthePresidentof Marquette Universityhas
raisedthestakesfor using highereducationto bolster
economic developmentin theregion. It hasalso
openedup opportunities for theseschoolsto create

newdepartments,hire newfaculty members,andcon-
struct newfacilities. Al l these “gi fts” havebeen
seizeduponby school leadership throughalignment
with Water Council objectivesandintentions.Among
thefirst to beaboard, from within theresearchand
academic sector of theCouncil is UWM’s GreatLakes
WATER Institute. Utilizing thescientific and intellec-
tual research capacitiesof its scientists andadditional
funding from theState Legislature andGovernor
Doyle, theUWM Schoolof Freshwater Scienceswas
born. Both business andacademia saw opportunities
for partnering andpatenting their latest“game chang-
ing” water technologiesandprocessesincluding
research breakthroughsrelatedto aquaculture,fresh-
water managementandconservation, foodproduction
andfreshwater systems operation.

Out of this union,theGreatLakesWATER Institute
would gain a largerandbetter equippedresearch
facility andalso beable to replaceits researchvessel,
theNeeskay.Additionally, UWM hasaddednewfac-
ulty positionswithin its Collegeof Engineering-
focusedon freshwater engineering activities andpro-
grams meantto intersectwithin theSchoolof
Freshwater Sciences.

Not wanting to show favoritism to UWM, the Water
Council alsorecognizedMarquette University’s
Schoolof Law asa resourcefor developingfuture
legalexperts schooledin water rights, thedevelop-
mentof transnationalboundaryagreements, andthe
securing, transfer,managementandallocation of water
for both public andprivate uses. Out of theseneeds
for water policy andlegalclarif ication, Marquette
University’s Schoolof Law recently addednewwater
law relatedcoursesto its curriculumwith first offer-
ingsfor thecoursesto begin in 2010. Additionally,
UW –Whitewater recently addeda “businessof water”
coreto its business schoolcurriculum.

With all this educationalsupport in placefor future
workforcedevelopment, theWater Council felt that it
hadreachedanimportantbenchmark in helping sus-
tain thearea’sworkforceandin focusing on thevalue
of theGreatLakesandLakeMichiganto thepeople
who livedandworkedin theregion.Additionally,
realizing thatwater is a growing andevolvingindus-
try, andwanting to bein on the“cutting edge”of that
industry, theCouncil alsofocusedits attention on K-
12 education aroundwater using DiscoveryWorld asa
generator of formal andinformal curriculafor water
issues. Areawidecommunity andtechnicalcolleges
are also involvedin contributing to workforcedevel-
opmentaroundwater.

To thatend,theM-7 Water Council hasevolvedovera
two yearperiod into a powerful driver for economic
developmentusing water,educationalresourcesand
water relatedindustriesin theregionto ensureits own

continued from pg. 5, Water Summit



futureandtheregion’s futureeconomic development.
Council work hasbeenwholeheartedly endorsedand
fundedwith supportfrom governmentofficials includ-
ing: Governor Jim Doyle, US Senator Russ Feingold,
Congresswoman Gwen Moore and Mayor Tom
Barrett. Members of theWaterCouncilBoardof
Directors includeCEO’s and leadersfrom areawide
corporationslike Badger Meter, A.O Smith, Foley and
Lardner, Miller /Coors Beer, Robert W. Baird and
Company, Veolia Water America, and ( a lone envi-
ronmental group), The Nature Conservancy repre-
sented by State Director Mary Jane Huston.
Educational leadership on theM-7 Water Council
includesCarlos Santiago, Chancellor of University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee and Father Robert Wild,
President of Marquette University.
International Focus on Israel at Summit Afternoon
Session
This third watersummit introducedkeynotespeakers
whosebusiness activitiesand intersectionsincluded
interestin financingandstart up of watertechnologies,
watercompanies, or treatmentprocesses.This included
Felix Carabello,Directorof Alternate Investmentsfrom
theChicagoMercantile Exchange,JudHill, Managing
Partner from SummitGlobalCapital of WashingtonDC,
aninvestmentbasedcompany, a UW- Whitewater
EconomicsProfessoranda Wisconsin Public Service
Commissionregulator,who helpsto setpublic water
ratesthroughoutWisconsin.

Capitalizing on it’s April 2009designation by the
UnitedNationsasa “Global CompactCity”, with water
technology expertise,Mil waukeeinvitedAssaf Barnea
from Israel’spremierventure capital/waterincubator
company, Kinrot Ventures, to shedlight on how he
managesthewater incubator for startup companies
throughout Israel . Realizing that Israelis a waterscarce
region where waterpricesarelikely to risedueto the
scarcity, Barneawith supportfrom thechief Israeligov-
ernment scientists, discussedthefounding of his compa-
ny whose purpose is to helpcreate “gamechanging
innovative waterentrepreneurs.”His incubatorhelps
themdevelopproductlinesandpatentsfor “cutting edge
cleantech” global water productsandservices.At the
summit, Barneadescribedtheprocessesasto how entre-
preneursandtheir projectsareselectedfor Kinrot devel-
opmentandstart up, thelevels of Israeli government
fundingandsupport givento theseprojects,andthe
processesandthecomplianceprocedures& require-
ments for companiesonceacceptedinto thetwo-year
incubator period.

Following on theheelsof Barnea’s speech,Governor
Jim Doyle announceda water relatedtrademissionto
Israelin November2009to WATEC whereIsraelibased
watertechnologycompaniesandothersfrom aroundthe

world wil l haveopportunitiesto partnerwith

Wisconsin’s water technology enterprises.

Althoughwater summit confereeswere invited to partic-
ipate in a final breakout session at thesummit, thefeed-
backfrom these breakoutsessionscould not beshared
dueto time restrictions. In thepast, theWaterCouncil
hasusedbreakout session information andfeedbackas
partof community participation informationfor inclu-
sion in grants it appliesfor. A final announcementwas
madeat theconclusion of thesummit thata newcouncil
advisory group,called the“Friendsof theWater
Council” would beforming to help procure funding for
theWaterCouncil to perpetuate its activities.Todd
Montgomery, aninstructor at UW-Milwaukeeanda
Vice Presidentfor Wachovia-Wells Fargobank,will
leadthis “f riends” group.

Leaguers-- Next month’s article follow up by Mel :
“Water asa Commodity vs. Equity in Milwaukee.“

This article will focuson thepush to tradewaterasa
commodity andcapitalizeon freshwater resourcesin our
market. It wil l pose questionsto theLeaguefor further
investigation concerning economic developmentinter-
ests of theWater Council. It will offer ideasfor League
for involvement in water social justice issues,afford-
ability and governancetransparency. It will suggestan
oversight role for theLeaguein relationshipto Water
Council activities.

LWV Ashland/Bayfield Counties reception for the State
Board Meeting, July 17 & 18. LWV Milwaukee County
President and State Board Director, Louise Petering is 2nd
from the right.



1845N. Farwell Ave., Suite 102
Milwaukee, WI 53202
414-273-8683
http://lwvmilwaukee.org

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY

Join the League of Women Voters - Today! Non-partisan, non-profit since 1920!
Where hands-on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic improvement and leaders are
actively engaged in effecting change at the local, state, and national levels.

IF YOU WISH TO DOWNLOAD THE BULLETIN ON OUR WEBSITE, CHECK HERE ____

Milw aukeeCo.Dues[Circle One]: $60Individual $75 Household (2 or moreindividuals) $25Student $25 Limited Income

$100 Sustaining (supports $25memberships) $160 Centennial (supportsaction& activities)

Name__________________________________________________________________HomePhone(_____)__________________

Address________________________________________________________________ Work Phone (_____)__________________

City_______________________________ WI Zip ________ e-mail ________________________________________________

Website - http://lwvmilwaukee.org Email Address– Info@lwvmilwaukee.org

Involvement [CheckOne]:Active_____ or Supporting______ Interests: Voter Service _____ Lending Practices____ Government _____

International Relations_____ Environment/NaturalResources_____ HealthCare/Social Policy____ Other_____________________

Please Note: Circle your preferredmeansof contact, indicateyour interests& involvement level, andmail this form with your check to the
League of Women Voters of Milwaukee County, 1845 N. Farwell Ave., Suite 102, Milwaukee, WI 53202; OR join online at
www.lwvmilwaukee.org. Tax-deductible contributions to the LWV Ed Fund may be directed to theaddressabove. Thankyou!

Renewal Reminder

Renew now online at

www.lwvmilwaukee.org

or send check with the

form inside to our office.

Reserve Now for

Sept. 23 and Oct 22

Dinner Programs

®






