
Calendar
For the most up-to-date information on events, see
http://lwvmilwaukee.org

July

15 Thur., New Citizen/New Voter
9 am, 11 am,1 pm and3 pm
FederalCourthouse,517E. WisconsinAve.
Contacts:DorothySherman,414-425-9527
Mary Brod,262-784-0372

22 Thur., BoardMeeting,6p.m.
1845N. Farwell Ave.,Mi lwaukee
Contact:Mary KaeNelson, 414-964-9988

August

9 Mon., Bulletin Deadline
Contact: AnneCreamer,262-373-0591

19 Thurs.,New Citizen/New Voter
9 am, 11 am,1 pm and3 pm
FederalCourthouse,517E. WisconsinAve.
Contacts:DorothySherman,414-425-9527
Mary Brod,262-784-0372

26 Thur., Women’sSuffrageDay!

30 Mon., Natural ResourcesCommittee
6:30p.m.
ShorewoodVil lageCtr., 3920N. MurrayAve.
UndertheShorewoodLibrary
Contact:HelgaGuequierre,414-225-0460

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Mary Kae Nelson

I amvery excitedto beyour newpresident
andlook forward to working with each of
you this year. TheLeagueof Women
Voters is a very special and uniqueorgani-
zation. As a newmother,I attendedmy
fi rst Leaguemeeting in Indianapolis in
1975. I joinedthe
North ShoreLeague
in 1977. I wasable
to learn aboutclean
air, clean water, and
international security
at thenational level
andshared services
at thelocal level. I
feel very fortunate to
haveworked on
Marital Property in
Wisconsin from an
idea, to a state study,
to educating thegen-
eral public, to lobby-
ing and thento final-
ly witnessing it
being passedinto
law. I have always
appreciatedthe
League’s being a
grassroots organization thatstudies an
issue,comesto consensusandthentakes
action on its positions.

For me, thebest part of being a memberof
theLeagueof Women Voters andwhat has
broughtmeback to being active in League
are thepersonal connectionsI’ve been

blessedto form. In theprocess of working
on Leagueprojects, I have gainedwonder-
ful life-longfriends. As a youngmotherI
was sofortunate to havesupportiverole
models thatencouraged me(andprovided
babysitting for my two smallchildren)so
that I could spend theday lobbyingin
Madison,attendworkshops anddevelop
leadership skills by serving on theNorth

Shore board as developmentchair,mem-
bership chair and eventually, president.
Many of theskills I haveusedin my pro-
fessionalcareer as well asin othervolun-
teer positionsI learnedwhile beingactive
in theLeague. I look forward to making
new friendshipsandto renewing old while

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY

League Lines J U LY /AU G U S T 2010

414-273-8683
New web site!! http://lwvmilwaukee.org, e-mail: info@lwvmilwaukee.org

continued on pg. 2
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working with our boardandon newLeagueprojects.

I urgeeach of you to helpmecontinuethewonderful,dedi-
catedwork donefor usby Louise Petering andher board. I
will need your support to carry this momentum forward.

THANKYOU
LouisePetering,OutgoingPresident

Whenthenominating committeeannouncedthatMary Kae
Nelsonhad acceptedthenominationfor presidentof the
Mi lwaukee County League,I exclaimed “thanks”knowing
all thegoodwork we haddonewould bein goodhands!

A secondthanksto you for thegenerousgift certificate for
“Minors GardenCenter.My interest in gardening obviously
is not a secret, but whatyou do not know is thatDave andI
will soonhave a patio laid in our backyard. Your gift of
plants wil l be includedin thedesignandbea reminderof
you,your generosity, andLeague. Many thanksfrom my
heart andmy greenthumbs!

ELECTION NIGHT
REPORTING
LouisePetering,Coordinator

Fall electionswil l becomingup on Tuesday,September14
andTuesday, November2. Please keep theeveningsof those
two daysopenfor electionnight reporting and contact meat
414-351-3617if you would like to join the30+ reporters
who call in results on electionnight.

Both election eveningspromise to beexciting, becausekey
County,State, and Federal offices are in contention. These
include:partisan CountyandStateAssembly andSenate
offices,five constitutionalofficesof thestate(Governor,
LieutenantGovernor,Sect.of State, Treasurer, andAtty.
General) as well asall US House seats andtheUS Senate
seat currently held by Russ Feingold.Election night will be
interesting, sokeep thedateopen.

NEW CITIZEN/NEW VOTER
Mary Brod,Liaisonto theBoard,
DorothySherman, Coordinator

Therevisededition of theVoter’s Guidehasbeenprinted!
Enormousthanksgo to JoannKreimandahlfor themany
hoursshespent on thetext and layout,and to Ruth Snedic
and DorothyShermanfor their input/review andcoordinat-
ing with theprinter. Thenew Guideis easyto readandprint-
ed in beautiful red,white,andbluecolors.We arenow
awaiting responsefrom fundingsources.

Here arethedata from thenaturalization ceremonies at the
FederalCourthouse:

• April 22nd- 44 of 145new citizensregistered to vote
• May 20th - 99 out of 219newcitizensregistered to

vote
• June10th - 113out of 299 new citizensregisteredto vote.

Volunteers for all these datesincludedRuthSnedic,Joann
Kreimendahl, Gloria Weiskotten,Vi rginia Sandquist, Beverly
Katter,DianeSteigerwald, Barbara Overstreet,Helga
Guequierre,Sr. Paula Marie Jarosz,SharonMunson,and
Dorothy Sherman.

We are now emailing our Special Registration Deputies
abouttwice a monthto appeal for volunteersat thecourt
datesand anyother voter registration opportunities. If you
are a trained SRD but have not receivedoneof theemails, or
if you are not a SRD but would still li ke to assist in distribut-
ing our newVoter Guide,please let usknow sowe canmake
sure you are on theemail list.

A few details about theceremoniesyou maynot beaware of:

• Mostvolunteers use meteredstreet parkingat $1.50per
hour. If you get a receipt theLeaguewill reimburse
you.

• We enter thefront doors andmustgo throughsecurity
inside.

• We sit in thejury box of thecourtroom.The ceremonies
last about20 to 40 minutes.

• Thevoter registration takesplacein theatriumon the
fi rst floor.

• You mustbring your SRD number with you anda copy
of your certification.

Pleasecontact Dorothy Shermanat 414-425-9527(Dorothy-
Sherman@sbcglobal.net) or Ruth Snedic 414-771-7690
(ruth9.snedic@milwpc.com). If you’d like to becomea
SRD, pleasecontact Mary Brod at 262-784-0372
(mebrod@sbcglobal.net) to beaddedto thelist for thenext
training session.

MEMBERSHIP
Chair Chris Weber-Sponnick

It is that time of year again, when we ask you pay your annual
dues. Members in attendance at theAnnualMeetingvoted to
increaseduesto $65.00individual, and $90.00for household.
Student andlow incomeremain thesameat $25.00. We don’t
like raisingdues but we keep very little, mostgoes to state and
national for their work and support. Most of our members are
long time supporters who are deeply appreciated. All League
leaders do Leaguework uncompensated, even for expenses. We
really need members for thework they do to promotedemocra-
cy and well being in our communities. You are theenergy
behind our work in promotingclean environment, clean elec-
tions,consumer justice, safety, and somuch more. Soplease
send your check to theoffice at 1845N. Farwell, Suite102,
Milw aukee, WI 53202. Otherwisewe will give you a friendly
phone/email reminder.

Some notes on long time amazing Leaguer,
Pauline Scribner:
Paulinediedin Novemberat ageof 104years. LWV was
herfavorite organization. Shewas VicePresidentandactive
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in thestudy of internationalrelationsand theGreat
Decisionsprogram. Shewasa graduateof UW Madisonand
taughthistoryat JanesvilleHigh School until shemarried
and wasnot allowedto work. Paulinewas oneof the
foundersof LaubachLiteracyAssociation (now Wisconsin
LiteracyAssociation) andtaughtadultshow to read 3 hours
everyweek for 30 years. Sheexercised3 hours3 timesa
week til l shewas98 yearsold, then reducedit to 2 hours3
timesa week. Shelovedfolk dancing, bridgeand crossword
puzzles. Shenever took medicines. AMAZING!

Congratulations, Barbara Hussin!
Barbara is the2010recipientof thestateLeagues’Meg
McLaneAdvocacy Award. In thelate1990’s Barbara
becamethechair of thenewly reconstituted Legislative
Committee. Under her leadership thecommitteewasbroad-
enedsoits members camefrom outside thestate boardand
Madison. Sinceat least 2004,Barb has been following the
Correctionsportfolio on theLegislative Committeeand
advocatedfor therightsof individualswho areincarcerated
or trying to reintegrateinto society following prison.

For many yearsin theearly90’s Barb wastheLeaguelead
of a joint Benedict Center/Leagueof WomenVoters
Mi lwaukee County CourtMonitoringProject (CMP) dedicat-
edto finding alternativesolutionsto overcrowdingof men
andwomen in theMilwaukeeCountyJail. CMPactivists
electedto create a RevolvingBail Fundto loan50% of the
amount of very low bail (initially $1500)to individuals
unable to paybail to bereleased beforetheir courtdate,
which was oftenweeksaway. Barb researchedtheavailabil-
ity of fundsand theBenedict Centersecureda $25,000grant
to seedthebail fund.

Equally asmeaningful, but on thefun side,Barbara’sgolfing
led herto foundthe BadgerMutual Insurance/Brown Deer
Women'sAmateurGolf Tournamentin 2000.Thefocusof
thetournament is a charity thatprovides fundsto two cen-
ters,Lissy’sPlace,which supports disadvantagedyoung
womenwho haveagedout to thefostercaresystem, and
Belle ResourceCenter,which supports victimsof domestic
abuse.Both help clientsbecomeresponsible, independent
membersof our community.In 2008thetournament raiseda
total of $18,000for thecharities.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE STATE LEAGUE
ANNUAL MEETING
LouisePetering,LWVMC Delegate

(Otherdelegatesrepresentingour LeaguewereCarolyn
Castore, Barbara Hussin andSueLindberg)

First, kudosand cheersfor Barbara Hussin, recipient of the
Meg McLaneAdvocacyAward! We are proudof you. Read
aboutBarbin theMembership article in this bulletin.

Who would havethoughtthatseriousSteveHiniker,
Executive Director of 1000Friendsof Wisconsin,would
have givenusoneof thebest laughsat our StateLeague
AnnualMeeting ashespokeon “Earth-Friendly

Transportation Optionsfor WI.” Laughtoo asyou carefully
view theaddress on Wisconsin Eye. Find a link to
Wisconsin Eyeon our website,http://lwvmilwaukee.org.Do
notethat theoptionsMr. Hiniker presentedarealso friendly
to our pocketbooks,commutetime, andlands.

More seriousandurgent (not thatSteveisn’t both)wasWI
Supreme Court Justice,Ann WalshBradley asshespokeon
the“Sustainability of OUR Courts.” I’ve takentheliberty of
emphasizing theword “our” here,because I understandthe
essence of her addresswas thatrecentcourtdecisionshave
put thecourts in moneyedpockets (my words). Those deci-
sionshaveseriously underminedthefairness,independence,
impartiality, neutrality andnon-partisanshipof our courts
that we all mustbeable to counton in court. Leaguewill
addresstheissuein action and programthis comingyear.

In addition to electing State board membersandadoptinga
budget& programfor thenextyear, delegatesheard about
theMembership Recruitment Initiative that is now expanded
to includeWisconsin. Our Leagueis eligible to apply,so
encourageyour board to apply andgrow our League! The
Initiative works!
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The Transi tioning presidents , l.
Mary Kae Nelson, inc oming; and
rt. , Louise Petering, out-going.

Sis ter Mary Ellen Paulson, long time
League member, 9 year President of

the Friends of WI Librari es, and
recently ret ired MPS substitu te

teacher for 25 years with Annual
Meetin g speaker, Wm.

Andrekopoulos.

Mary Stefaniak, Annua l
Meeting regis trar (stand-
ing left) reporting the
presence of a quorum at
the LWVMC May 19
Annua l Meeting. Out-
going Pres. Louis e
Petering to the right.
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Join the League of Women Voters - Today! Non-partisan, non-profit since 1920!
Wherehands-on work to safeguard democracy leadsto civic improvementandleadersareactivelyengaged in effecting change
at thelocal, state,andnational levels. (Jul/Aug 2010)

IF YOU WI SH TO DOWNLOAD THE BULLET IN ON OUR WEBSITE, CHECK HERE:____

Milwaukee County Dues[Circle One]:

$65 Individual $90Household (2 or more persons) $25 Student $25 Limited Income
$100 Sustaining (supports $25 memberships) $160 Centennial (supports action & activities)

Name__________________________________________________________________HomePhone(_____)_______________________

Address________________________________________________________________ Work Phone(_____)_______________________

City_______________________________ WI Zip ________ E-mail _____________________________________________________

Involvement [CheckOne]: Active____ or Supporting ____ Interests: Voter Service ____ Lending Practices____ Government ____

International Relations_____ Environment/NaturalResources/Water_____ HealthCare/SocialPolicy_____ Other___________________

PleaseNote: Circle your preferred meansof contact,indicateyour interests& involvementlevel, andmail this form with your check to:
theLeague of WomenVotersof MilwaukeeCounty, 1845 N. Farwell Ave.,Milwaukee,WI 53202;OR join online at:
www.lwvmilwaukee.org. Tax-deductible contributionsto the LWV Ed Fund may bedirectedto the addressabove. Thank you!

Websi te - ht tp : / / lwvmi lwaukee.org Emai l Address – Info@lwvmi lwaukee.org




