THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY

League Lines

MARCH/APRIL 2009

Calendar

414-273-8683

http://lwvmilwaukee.org, e-mail: info@lwvmilwaukee.org

For the most up-to-date information on events, see
http://lwvmilwaukee.org

March

11 Wed.,6 pm Board Meeting
1845N. FarwellAve., Milw aukee
Contact:LouisePeteing, (414)351-3617

18 Wed.,Unit DiscussionMeetings
Topic: National Popular Vote Consensus
1:15 pm St. Matthews Church
1615WauvatosaAve., Wauwatosa
Contact:Gloria Weiskotten(414) 354-9783

6:30 pm ShorewoodPublic Library
Comnunity Room Souh, Shorevood
Contact:BarbaraHussn (414) 351-0819

7:30 pm Natale Kleman's home
8801W. OklahonaAve., #111, WestAllis
Contact:Ruth Snedic(414) 771-7690

23 Mon., 7 pm Natural ResoucesCommitee
3002E. KenwoodBlvd., Milwaukee
Contact:.JenniferRunquist(414) 332-5067

24 Tue, 9:15amIntemaional Relations
Comnittee
For detaik, contactNed Maxwel
(414) 258-9222

25 Wed., 9am 11amé& 2 pm
New Citizen/NewVoter
FederalCourthouse517 E. WisconsinAve.
Contacts Dorothy Sherman(414) 425-9527
Kit H. O'Meara,(414)226-9930

26 Thur,9am& 1lam
New Citizen/New\oter
FederalCourthouse517 E. WisconsinAve.
Contacts Dorothy Sherman(414)425-9527
Kit H. O'Meara,(414)226-9930
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April
7 Springgeneralelection-VOTE!

7 Election nightreporting
Contact:Info@Iwvmilwaukee.org

8 Wed.,6 pm BoardMeeting
1845N. Farwell Ave., Milwaukee
Contact:LouisePetering,(414)351-3617

9  Thur.,May/JuneBulletin deadline
Contact:LouisePetering(414) 351-3617

15 Wed., 9a.m,11a.m.& 2 p.m.
New Citizen/New Voter Registraion
Fedeal Courthouse517 E. WisconsinAve.
ContactsDorothy Sherman(414)425-9527
Kit H. O'Meara,(414)226-9930

16 Thur,9am,11a.m.
New Citizen/New Voter Registraion
Fedeal Courthouseb17E. WisconsinAve.
ContactsDorothy Sherman(414)425-9527
Kit H. O'Meara,(414)226-9930

22 Wed.,EarthDay

22 Wed.,6:15pm GeneralMeeting& Box
Supper
Milwaukee'sLake ParkPavilion community
room (uncer Bartolot@'srestaurant)
Topic: Transit Dedsionsfor Milw. Co.
Speder: Kerry Thomasexecutive
director of TransitNow
ResevationdeadlineApril 14 (form inside)
ContactsJenniferRunquist(414) 332-5067
& LouisePetering(414)351-3617

27 Mon., 7 pm NaturalResource€omnittee
3002E. KenwoodBIvd., Milwaukee
Contact:.JenniferRunquist(414) 332-5067

28 Tue.,9:15amInternationalRelations
Commitee
For detaik, contactNed Maxwell
(414)2589222

PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

Louise Peteiing

Thoughthe weaherwascoopeative for
our Jan.17 heath care luncheonthat
Zabele Malkasan gracioudy sponred

atthe Wisconsn Club, we look forward
to wamerweaher Thanksto Zabelke
andSue andRich Lindbergfor coordr
naing theluncheon.

The spring elecion sea®n for non-pari-
sanraces(circuit cout, statesupern-
tendentof public ingruction, state

League guest (I.) and Pres. Louise Petering
with January 17th Luncheon Speaker
Joseph Geck, consultant with Global
Intercultural Communication. Mr. Geck
spoke about U.S.healthcare costs and
quality and its effect on on competition in
a global marketplace.

supremecoutt, localmunicipal seas) is
in full swing. Thanksto the 30 of us
who workedto reportFeb.17 election
reailts. Our coffersare replenished
becaus of your contibutions. We will
repot agan onApril 7.

Many handsmakelight work - and
canaradere aswell. Thatis ourgoal—
to build Leaguecommunity aswe go
aboutbuilding League. My thanksto
Dorothy Shemanfor assunng thelead
in the New CitizenNew Voter project to
herbackupKit Halloran O’'Mearaandto
all of youwho helpwith thateffort.

continued on pg. 2

"The League of Women Voters is where hands-on work to safeguard democracy

leads to civic improvement. Join LWV - where leaders are actively
engaged in effecting change at the local, state, and national levels."




President, continued from pg. 1

Thanksalsoto Anne Morriseey andbackupAnita
Sorensorfor taking over phoneresponsibilitiefrom
Dorothy. Finally, thanksto Chris WeberSponnick,Mary
Stefanak andGloria Weiskotenfor coodinatingasa
membeship team. Of coursetherearemorethanksto
passaround;your turnis comng at our annualmeeting.
Put our May 20 annualmeding on your calendamow.
We arehonoredthat MilwaukeePolice Chief Edward
Flynn will provideour keynot address.From al we
read in the newspapeandelectront media,we are in for
ano-nonseng talk. Usetheform in this bulletin to
reervefor the meetng — for yourselfandyour guests
Let's makeit acommunityevent

VOTER SERVICE

Committee ChairAnne Baynton

Your League held aFeb.5 pre-pimary candidaes forum for
aldermarc districts 1, 3 ard 5 at Oak Creek Communty
Certer. More than 100 peopleattended alongwith 12 of the
13 cardidates Sarajan&kennedyskillfully modeated this
large pand of canddates.Louise Peteing collected ard sott-
edauwdierce queston cards ChuckBaynionwas timer, and
Chris Weber aterdedto our recruitrenttable. The candi-
daesand audience applaidedthe LeagLe for sporsaing the
forum.

Our menbers also helda mayoral candidaé forum Feb. 7 in
Greenfield City Hall's councilchanber, which drew an audi-
enc of about 55 people.Two of thethreecanddaies
appeaed: Mayor MichaelNeitzke andformer Mayor
Timothy Seicer. The third canddate,Aldemrman Tom
Pietroski, declined to participate. Plansto havethe event
tapedfor public acesstelevisionwere dashedwhen Mr.
Sdder refusedto be televised. Ruth Snedc modegted the
forum, Greerfield resdentNina Kohl call ected question
cards and ranthe recruitmenttable,and Chud Baynton was
timer. Specialthanksto Nina Kohl for hdping to organize
andpublicize the event.

The Town of New Berlin, which is outsde of Mil waukee
County, hadalsorequestd thatLeaguehosta mayaal can-
didate forum for them.Anne Bayntonadvised a non-League
member New Berlin residentMarta Broge, on the basics of
forum procecures Shewasanablestudent, andthe forum
went well there.

A well-organzedandconducteccandidatdorum is power-
ful. It allows votersto seeandhearthe candidaes side-by-
side.We are building a team of forum expets and if youd
liketo join, pleasecall the Leagueoffice at (414) 273-8683.
Whatever role you'd like to fill, we cantrain youto hedp us
"make demacracywork."
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NEW CITIZEN/NEW VOTER

Project Coordinabr Dorothy Sherman & Member Ruth
Snedc

Alert to specia registraion deputies: It'simpottant to get
your renewal applicaion notarized. We may register voters
assoon as our new state cards and deputy numbe's arrive
from the Wiscorsin Government Accourtability Board. The
board obliges usto be retrained by July 2010, but plars to
sporsoratraining sesson in Milwaukeebefore then.

Thank you to thefollowing League memberswho distrib-
uted our New Voter booKets following Jan. 28-29 US nau-
ralization ceremanies: Joain KreimendaH, Barbara
Eiserbem, Beverly Katter, Rosenary Bigelow, Ruth Snalic
andDorothy Sherman  Performing the sane sevice Feb.
11-12: Rosemary Bigdow, Mary Brod, DonnaFaw, Joain
Kreimendahl, Nancy Laskin, Phyllis Wax, Dorothy
Sherman and Ruth Snedic. We erjoyed being part of the
ceremonies andwitnessng the excitement of more than 700
peqole taking U.S. citizensip oaths.

To voluntee for the March 25-26 and/or April 15-16 cere-
monies, cal Dorothy Shermanat (414) 425-9527 or Ruth
Sredic at (414) 771-7690or send anemall to Dorothy-
Sherman@sbglobd.net or rirsnedc@miwpc.com No voter
regstrationsare allowed after the March ceremonies, which
fall within the state “blackout dates” justprior to elections,
but we'll be distributing New Voter pamphets. In April we
will need2009speial registration deputies to regista new
voters, plusvolunteers to distribute voter boklets.

ACTION

ChairRuth Snedc

Our menbers werealettedto urgeUS SenatorsRuss
Feingold andHerb Kohl to suppat a Feb. 24 cloturevote
regading WashingtonD.C. votingrights.A cloturevote
requres60 “ayes for Senat consderation.Presdent
Louise Petering emailed both senabrs urging themto
supprt D.C. voting rights.  Both did andthe vote
pased.

ACTION ALERT! Take part in historic decision.
Voice Your Support for Regional Transit Authority!

Editor’s Note: For details see page 7 of the
January/February Bulletin.

As hoped, theRegional Transt Authority enalhing lan
guage wasincluded n the Govenor’s budget. Ourhianks
to the Govenorl The RTAis urgenty neededo provide
regional connedtons b jobsand avai a 35% cutn bus
sewvice. t would also suppot major initiativessuch as
KRM Commuter Rail thatlink peopé tojobs in the
region, and pur job giowth and economic devepment

Thenextsep for theRTA is the bint Commitee on
Finance JCF) whee the budgetvill be debated and a
JCF version will energe.

continued on pg. 3



Transit Action, continued from pg. 2

Timeline
Late March: J& budget baing in Milw. & Racine
April: Budget & debaéd in J&

Contactinformation for the Join€ommittee on
Finance

Pedro Colon (d)
888534-0008, ep.colon@leg.wisconi.gov

Tamara Gigsby (d)
888534-0018, ep.grigsby@¢#gis.wscongn.gov

Lena Taylor
608266-5810 sn.taylor@égis.wiscons.gov

Alberta Daling
608266-5830 en.darling@egis.wisconsin.gov

For more information contat:
Transt NOW: www.transitnoworg, 262246-6151

LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP
Chair Chris Weber Sponnic

We are proud that our mdrers renewdithfully even as
we add new ones.gague povides value t@ommuni
ties Our membes benefit a wel - in ill develop-
ment, knowledge of issugeexpanded socialetwork
and fellowship. Since notll menberscanbe active,
we mustincreag numbers to sustaburmisson.
There ae dozenof activities andeéchniquego build
membeship. The most producte andeasiest \ay is
for membes to ®licit someone hey know Bring
friends, colleagues or mbors b a Leaguevent to
show what League does and how mkems enjoy serv
ing the community.Your board and olher memlers plan
reauiting efforts through the year and welcome your
support

NATURAL RESOURCES
Committee Chair Dr. Jennifek. Runquig

Wisconsi's July 2008 Gloal Warming Report,is sum
marized below. ‘éw the fullreportat:
www.dnr.wi.gov/environmegrotectgtfgw/docunents/F
inal_Repaot.pdf.

» According to 2003 estnaies, our state emits
about123 million metic tons of greenhouse
gaes (GHG)each yeaWe rank 21stn these
gasemissions, whit is under 2% of the natian’
total.

» Allowing Wisconsits annuaktarbon dioxide
(CO2)emisionsto increase 1% annually would
pudh this gtate'soutputfrom about 131.3nillion
metric tons to 156 milon metic tons by2024.

e The Global VdrmingTask Force proposes a 22%
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reducton in enissions fom 2005 Evels by 2020
and a 75%educton by 2050.Te poposed
reductons— toabout 98million metric tons n
2022and 32 nilion metic tons n 2050 - repre
senta vel ambitiousgoalbad on increased
consevaton, efficiency advanceddchnobgies
and posibly sormre new nucarinfragructure,
whichis non-CO2 produchg.

A number of tak force goups con®vation andenergy
efficiency, utlities trangortation, agrculture and
forestwy, industy and adhoc goupsdeveloped paties
andprograns for greenhous gasenitting processes.
Sinceutilities produce 34%of GHG, transport 24%,
industial 13% resdental and agiculture at 9%, reduc
tions in hee aeaswould be necesay to achieve the
statedreducton goas.

TheWisconsn Voluntaty Greenhouse Gas Rediar
Initiative, a puldkt/private parhership overseen by the
Office of Energylndependence, pmises to be a
national leaderin acheving volunary GHG emissins
reductons by ndividuak, local govenments, comnuni-
ty-wide prograns, farms and busesses. Is four prae
gramareas, ¢ be fnancecdby areconmended $20 mil -
lion to $30 milli on amual budget:

maiketing o change behaor; comnunity sustainabiity
andenergy hdependence pgrans; business irtiatives
andbusnes oppotunitieswhich loweremissions.

Among the recomnended policies

Conseavation and Energy Efficiency — Utility efforts
to reduce ectical denand, incliding rate incenves;
stricter building codeshigherstandadsfor lighting and
applance effciency

Utility supply sde- Carbondioxide £questrabn
studies for coal plants easng the noratoium on new
nuclearplants improving ekctic transnission and d
tribution lines b facilitate gnall powerproducing urts;
wind-siting reform; tax incenivesfor renewable energy
devebpment.

Transportation — Freightidle reducton; shift to plig-in
hybrid electiic vehtlesfor govenmentfleets lower
state speedits and pomotion ofrrail and btycle
lanes.Wisconsn's Department of Trangortation has
budgeéd $100 rilion for conmuter rail, which
requires bcalfundingto win fedeal aid. (RTA relaed!)

Agriculture and Foredry - Sustinabke forest manage
ment; planing 20million new tees h urban areas;
prairie planingsto augnentvegeative cover carbon
sinks; bbfuel developnentand educton in methane
emissonsvia uminantdiet changes

Industry - More eficientboilers and boiers that use
biomass; a reducton in electicity use and CO2 ersi
sionshby indugry, and ncentvesfor energy improve

continued on pg. 4



continued from pg. 3, Natural Resources
ment in energy usd per unitof producton.

Ad hoc Groups— More efficent recyahg and e-us of
paper, edctronicsard untreated wood waste;ome effi
cientwater and waste tre@ent colecton and distribution.

GREAT LAKE S RESTORATIO N FUNDS - Obama
Budget aDown Payrent forGreatLakes Campagin
Pledge — Next StapgCongres.

PresdentObama ecenly announced an unprecededit
invesment of $475Million in his FscalYear 201(Budget
to resbre the Great Lakes - an effdniatis key to creating
jobsand gowing our economy. Adtlbnally, there could
be as mach as$1 bilion in other Great Lakes restoration
and economic recovery funding provided to the Great
Lakes shtesthrough increased funag for the CleaWater
and Drihking Water Sate Revolving Fund prograra.
Thirty-five million peopérely on he Great Lakefor their
drinking water, and imions nore benefit fronthe com
merce and buisies thatdepends on the waters of the
Gred Lakes.

[Group x], working as parof the 110 nember Healing
Our Waers® - GreatLakes Coation applauded the
announcement. Thigvesmentis a major ictory for the
Grea Lakes, andapresents the lgest most grious com
mitmentto Great lakes resiraion in a President'8Budget
in history. Along with the paricipation in Great Lakes Day
in Washington, D.C.his February by th&Vhite House
Courtil of Environmental Qualty Director Nancy Sutley
and EPAAdministrator Lisa dckson, he Presidens’
Budget cemongrates hes serious about his $5 billion
campagn commitmentd the Great Lakes. It is clear he
understandshat unlesg\merica invests in the Great Lakes
thes problemawill get worse and he price we pay wilbe
higher

Today, the health obur Great Lakes is seriousliireat
ened by poblemssuch as unéatd sewage, toxic dis
charges, and invasive spesiThe pan for Great Lakes
redoration and econoro recovey is a multiyear stategy
for tacking the poblens, and cdé for action tomodern
ize ®wage treatment clean-up pduted harbos, restore
wetlands, and mventunwaned, new species fromvad
ing the bkes. BEch of hese stepsiessential if ware to
redore the lakes and revive our economy.

Membersof Congess utimately hold the purse strings for
the federal governmerthrough the annual appropriations
process, so it igritical they matchhie President’s initia
tivein their own budgetresoltion and approprians to
regore this teasued resource. Group X and the Healing
Our Watrs — Great Lakes Cdtibn will be working in the
coming weeks to esure he Great Lakes Congressional
Delegaion does wha$ necessary to provide the funding
the Presient has dked for b creag jobs, revive our ecen
omy, andrestoe theGreat LakesYou can learn more and
contactyour Memkers of Congress by visiting
www.healthylake®rg.

Reserve now for Wednesday April 22 Transit
Meeting and May 20th Annual Meeting
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Committee Chai Ned Maxwel

We ae enpying the eghtweekUniversity of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee GeatDeciionslecure ®riesat 7 p.m
Tueslays. We discuss each écture topic at6:30 pmthe
following Mondayevenng atWauwatosa Puld Library
confaenceroom

All are wetome. If you woul like © fill the postion of
"convessation ingigator," plea® let me know. John Abelt
also despeately needsa congrvative opponenhow

that Jm McCannis ab&ntdue b heath issues. Upcoimg
isaies energy, Mirch 2; the Arctic, March 9; andhe
globd food ciisis, March 16.

At ourJan.25 sesion on ising wotd powers, we con
clude that Brazi, India, China, he European Uohn and
Japanrequire differentappoachesand that "hard power"
is anunalitable American egpon® © every troukd. The
US hasneitherthe nanpowemor nmoney to be world
policeman.The USshould ug its influence anddadership
to dealwith energing aeasof potental conflict, butrec
ogniz, asdevelopnent of thelas decade amply deom-
strate, hatthe US is not ornipotent The mostiinportant
goalnow isto sgnalto the wold ourundersanding that
we nmug bea parherin the stategy and objecties of
other countiesand nottry to impose our will.

This discussion on 'tising powers segued nicel into our
Feb.1 discusion abouthe nightnare that is Afghanstan
and Rikistan. Thes two countieshave feuded for decades
overwho takeswhatsde n the Kashnr area debat that
poisans India-Pakitan elaionsipsthe same way Israel-
Palestne relaionspoison he Middle East.They are sepa
ratedby a nutual hated and mtemnal sectarian stfe with
fighting watlords fighting the radical Islamist Taliban,
fighting for contiol of poppy poducton and fghting the
US-backed corrupt govenmens of both countries. Keys
to solving the ness: beekd-up ecurty (expand the abty
and ndependence dhe mlitary and police force, and
curb corruption), mutual tolerance othe various and
sundly tribes; womens rights (sadly, thefirst groupto be
punished aretie wonen). Thes hotbeds of terrorisiwill
demand our attenion for yeas, fading only whenheir
standard ofliving risesto a susainabk level and brual
represson isreplaced wih lawful cormpasson.

HOUSING TRUST FUND UPDATE
ProgramVice PesdentSue Lindberg

Waukesha Couny Housng Trug Fund sponsored a well
atenced and enthuadic advocacyraining sessbn Feb.
11.Vicky Selkowe, nobilization grategiesmanager for
Wiscongn Councl on Children and Emilies, was traier
for the afemoon evenat St Luke'sLutheran Churchni
Waulkeda.

Of the 26 poposas seeking$4.9milion from te Cty of
Milwaukee HTF dollars, nine pojects were awarded near

continued on pg. 5



ly $1million. Thes projects are expexd D result in
133units of afordable housig and leverage $17mil
lion in congruction work.

Supportes of the Milwaukee Housig Trus Fundplan
to meetApril 7 at 4:30 pnin a yetundetermined loca
tion. For detals, contact Hather Dummer Combest
the Interfaith Conkrence offte, (414) 276-9050, or
email herat heathetc@interfaihconference.org.

NATIONAL POPULAR VOTE
COMPACT

Editor's note: A the 2008 WVUS Convention, the del
egates wted to adopt a newtgly, “The Advisabity of
Using the National Populaiote Compact Among the
States asa Method of Eecting the Pesdent” The
original study of the process sélecing the Pre&lent
culminaed in our1970 posibn supporting diect elec
tion of the Pesident by popal vote as an essent
elementof repregntative government. Conventions i
2002 and 2004 faher expanded and updated tipesk
tion taking into accounthe enire presidentl sekction
processmcluding a process thatroduces the begibs
sible candidates, informedbters and optimum voter
participation. Hease see www.lworg for all materials
relatedto this $udy. Please come to March 18th
Consensus.

Our current po#tion reads: The League of \éimen
Voters ofthe United States beles that the direct-pep
ular-voe method dér electhg the Pesident andvice-
Presidentis esential to represeative governrent.

The LWV believes therefore, thathe Electoral College
should be abolished. e League ab supports uni

form vating qualifications and procedures for presiden

tial electons. The League supparichanges in thpres
idental ekection ystem — from he candidate seléoh
processto the general elecn. We support efforts to
provide votes with sufficient information aboutcandt
dats and their pasons, pwlic policy issues arnthe
selecton procesitself. The League supports action to
ensure hat the media, polital parties, candidates, and
all levek of governmenadieve hese goals and pro
videthat information.

Background for the National Popular Vote
Compact

The League has a long-st@ding positon in support of
thedirectelection of the presidelly popular vote.
Now, League members havhe opportunity to consid
er whetherto support the Mitional Popular \bte
Compact(NPV Compacdtas a vable process to
achieve hat result. The NP\Conpactwould avoid the
need fora constitutbnalamendnent abolishing the
Electoral College(EC), ard would assue that thandi-
vidual receving the mat votes would become praident.
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The NPV Compactproposalusesthe mechanism of the
EC. Satesthatlegidatively enactthe NPV Compact
would agee hattheir state elecbrs would vote for e
individual thatreceved the mos votesnationwide.
Thus the popuér vote countfrom all 50 statesandthe
District of Columbia woull be addedagether State
electonsofficials in al statespaticipaing would
award heir elecbral votes b the peddential candiae
who recevesthe larges$ number of popular votes.

This altemaive mehod ofasigning a state's EC ves
would take efectonly when enactelly dates cokkc
tively posesing amajority of the ekcoral votes. Ths
270-voe threshotl alko coregpondsesentiallyto
states repesning amajority of the people of the
United Sates

Theplan includesprocedual provisions to help assure
smooth functioning of the agreemnt— conditions hat
dealwith gatesdecding o withdraw from the
Conpactat thelas moment enorcenent issues and
recouns.

Currenty four sateshave pased kegidation to enact
the NPV Compact Ther are posand cons to tisi plan,
which ae discus®d i full in papes found on the
LWVUS Web ste. Simmaries ofthee papers are sb
avaiable. League melmers can barn more abouhe
planfrom the® urcesand consler its ramificaions
at consenss meeingsaciossthe county. Be sured
paricipate! Who beter than thelLeague to be ready to
speakto this good-govenmentissue?

To prepare for the congnsus meeing, please read
the conplete verson of this paper (available at
www.lwv.org) by the LWVUS National Popular
Voter Compact Sudy Committee.

Support for the National Popular Vote Compact
Becaus the League akady sippots direct electon of
thepresdent agumens agang the Hectoral Colege
(EC) are notincluded n the maerial supporting he
National PopularVote Compact(NPV Compact).

Conditutional IssuesThe NP/ Compact isa way to
assire that evey peison'svote couns equally andhat
the peron receving the nog votesis thewinner ofthe
presdency. The same reault would be achieved by cen
stitutional amendmentbutthe U.S Constituton is diffi-
cult to amend. The NR/ Compactis a viable wa to
attain the ame goalasamending the Gnsttution to
eliminate the EC.

A consttutionalamendrentis notneededd effectuate
the NPV Compactbecaus gatesalready have the ght
to implementchangesn how ekcbrs are appointed.

The NPV Compactis a compactbetveen states-a
method ofconceted state acton thathas long been
sancionedby the nsttution and he courts.
Evaluating Fairnes A canddat can be elected presi
continued on pg. 6



continued from pg. 5, National Popular Vote

dentby receiving the mostlecbral voteseven though he
or she ddl not eceive the most poparl votes This is not
a resut voters expect or desird\s electioncanpaigns are
now waged, majoemphas and resourcese concentat-
edin key ECbattleground sites becausthatis where
elections are won otost. The NPV Compact would elimi
nake the emphais on battleground atesandwould be
more aptto assire campaign sategies that appeal to a
broad spectrum athe eleabrae which wouldfoster
greatervoter participation.

Theargument that the plan would neigaty impact
states rightsis countered ¥ poll resuls showing that
most voerswant their indivilual voe o count,rather
thanallotting them to electors represergithe state as
whole.

Any claim that the NPV Copact 5 anunprecedented
disregard ér the U.S. Condiition ignoresthereality that
voting rights have been changdddughstate action
many imes Womers suffiage, for example, was ifitsit-
edby twenty statesbefore passage dfi¢ constitutonal
amendnent that made thegit universal

Mechanical Condderations Those opposetb the NPV
Compactcite mechanical issues thaight leadthe NR/
to fail, but the @mpact inalides prowsionsthataddess
issues ofenfoicement, wining kevels andecounts.

Other I saiesThe \bting RightsAct andthe NPV
Compactare in harmonyassumg equalityof votes
throughout the United States.

League lkuesOpponents say thathe NPVCompact
conflicts with the Leagus'supporbf uniform voting
standards. Supptars of tlie Compact advocate itsas
sage n al states, which wodl resut in uniform voting
standards.tlis true that the NP\Compactcouldbe n
effectfor an interude when noall stateshadsigned on to
it. The @me could be denmstated forotherlaws, swch
asthe Ejual Rghts Amendnent. Nonéhelessit must be
remembeed that uniform vahg standatsare not now in
effect The NPV Compactauld hep asuretha every
vote would be counted eailly.

Further, mplementation of a gthod which asges direct
election of the peddent by popudr vok is in keeping
with the League'dong-held posibn.

To prepae forthe consensuneetng, pleaseead the
conplete vesion ofthis paper (avéble at www.lwv.org)
by the LWVUS National Popalr Voter CompaciStudy
Committee.

Opposition to the National Popular Vote Compact
There § little respect for the [Ectoral College(EC). The
League oppass it and most vets wanta direct popular
vote. Butis the National Popal Voie Compact (NPV
Compac) an appopriate way ¢ achieve thatasult?

Evaluating FairnessVoters supportig the candida¢ who
reeivesthe majoity of votesin ther state wantheir
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stak'selecrsto suppot their choice Adoption of he
NPV Compactmay requre a sate ekcions official to
directits date'selecors to cas their balots in supporbf
acanddae who wasot favord by he votersof that
Stae.

Pasage ofthe NPVCompactwill reault in the enphasis
of presdental canpaignsshifting from the batieground
stakesto area®f large concemationsof popuhton. So,
while some voersare disenfranchsed by the ECothers
might be dsenfranchsed by he NP/ Compact Because
the Conpactrequiresenty into a contact with other
staeswhich bindsdate elecitonsofficials to diectelec
torsto vote ina cerain way regardéss of the outome of
the éecion in ther Sate, sates rights are dimnished.

In addition, one can quésn the advsability of a method
that bypasesthe nomal conditutional amendrent
proces in this manner

Congitutional Issues Many corstitutional scholars
argle tha this planwill lead b extengve litigaion
involving chalengesa the NVPConmpact on issuesuch
asthe ope ofcongitutional powes, the Compacitsef,
the reed forcongessional appoval, the conerns of non-
compading gates and constutional protections of stat
intereds and heir role in electons

Mechanical IssuedFlaws The nethodsfor enforcenent
of this plan areunclear Opponerg question the power
andtiming to withdraw from the Gmpact andhe power
to erforce conpliance.

Others expless concem aboutan ontaughtof lawsuit
betwveencompactng and norcompacing states, as wel
asproceduesin cloe ekcions

Theplan, alowing theelecton of a pesident by a pirali-
ty of votes doesnotimprove on he curent sysém; nek
ther he pesnt ystemnor he NP/ Compactrequies
that he pesdentbe ekcied by a mjority.

Other IssuesThe Voing Rights Act requires pre-@ar
ancefor legislative changesThis, 0o, has the capdyito
engenderlawalits o ensire conpliance.

LeagueIssuesThis proposl doesnothing to achievehe
goal of uniform gandads of voting. The NPV Corpactis
effecive when pased by satesrepregnting 270 edcoral
votes effecively negaing the impacton presideril
eledionsof the voersin staitesthatrepresenthe oher
half of elecioral votes A systemthatasures no voer dis
enfranchsementis a beter way b asure hatevery per
sons vote couns.

The League hatong sippoted te aboliton of he EC.
Although he NPV Compactpurpots to foster thesame
resut, it creaesaddtional concens.Amending the U.S
Conditution is a dificult proces, and we shoulderious

ly consider suppoting the nomal amendment procedures
to atolish the ECversus this specfic "work-around."

continued on pg. 7
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Consersusltemsto be consilered at the Wed.March
18 Unit Discusson Meetings

Amending the Consttution

1. Which statement best reflects tk corsenaus of the
group? Slect one.

a. Action to altera basic edmentof the
Conditutional framework, whichs achievableoy
amendment to the Congtiion, should be accom
plished by amendmeno the Gnsttution.

b. Action by gates through a cgpact pocesds an
accepable way to alter the ethod for eledhg the
Presdentand \ice-President

c. The group could not reach consensus.

2. Which statement best reflects tle corsenaus of the
group? Slect one.

a. Because a compact has never befmgen sed to
addres a indamental conistitional ssue such as
voting, the chance that might seta precedentdr
the future leads to the concluasi thatit is better
thatthe Leage continued work foran anend
mentto the Constution to estakikh the diect
popukbr election of thé’resilentand he abolition
of the Ekctoral @llege.

b. Dewite the novelty oftte use oftie compact
approach to addssa fundameral constitutional
issue such as voting,hte League should support
the NPV Compact as way of actéving an
important goal.

c. The group could not reach consensus
Congressonal Consent

3. Which statement best reflects tke corsenaus of the
group? <lect one.

The possibility that the NPV @mpactwill require con
gressional conent isnot of sufficent concen to block
the inplementatiorof the plan.

a. The posgility that the NPVConpactwill require
congresional consentsi sufficientto conclude that
the plan $ould not bermplemenéd without
obtaining sich conent

b. The group could not reach consensus.
Enforcement

4. Which statement best rel ects the consensus of the
group? <lect one.

a. The NPV mpact cordins sufficent enbrcement
provisionsto asure snmooth operatin of the plan.

b. Although it isnot possil# to de¢rmine whether
the enbrcement povisions wil be sufficient to
assire snooth opeation of he phn, the plan
shoutl be pasasd anyway
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c. Enforcenmentof the phn i likely to add uncedin
ty and brihg the couts into the pesdential elec
tion in waysthatraise sibdanial concens.

d. The lackof adequat enbrcenentprovisionsis
sufficientto conclide hatthe NPV is not a vable
plan.

e. The goup coutl notreach consens.
Uniformity

5. Which statemert bestreflects the consenss of the
group? lectone.

a. The unformity of voting /stens is more inpor-
tant b American democracy han he possility
that he NPV Compactcan be adopd.

b. The NP/ Compactis nore impoitant than unifor
mity of voting g/sterms becaus it would succeed
in acheving the popuar electon ofthe President

c. The groupcould notreach consnais.
Popular Election of the President

6. Which statemert bestreflects the consenss of the
group? electone.

a. Itis more importantto acheve te goal of nabnal
popubr ekcion ofthe Resdentthan t is to
achieve the goabf aboltion of the ekctoral col
lege.

b. Itis more importantto amend the Constution to
aboish the Hectoml College han t is to acheve
the goalof popukr election of the Resdentby
altemative mehods such asthe NPV Compact

c. The groupcould notreach consnais.
Achievability
7. Which statements reflect the views of the grogp?

a. The NP/ Compactwill have poblems being
pasedbecaus of the needdr congresional con
sideraton and lhe need foacion by ® many
States

Agree Disagee No Consensus

b. A consttutional amendrentto edablish the diect
populr ekcion ofthe Resdentand he abakion
of the Hecbral College wil coninue tohave
problens being pased.

Agree Disagree No Consensus
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